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The Kentucky Fatality Assessment and Control Evaluation (KY FACE) Program is an 
occupational fatality surveillance project of the Kentucky Injury Prevention and Research Center 
(KIPRC)*. The goal of KY FACE is to prevent fatal work injuries by studying the worker, the work 
environment, the energy exchange resulting in fatal injury, and the role of management, 
engineering, and behavioral changes in controlling the interaction of these factors. KY FACE 
investigators evaluate information from multiple sources including 1) interviews of employers, 
coworkers, witnesses and other investigators; 2) examination of the work site and equipment; 3) 
review of Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) reports, police reports, and 
medical examiner reports; and 4) employer safety procedures. The FACE program does not seek 
to determine fault or place blame on companies or individual workers. Findings are summarized in 
narrative reports that include recommendations for preventing similar events in the future.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
For more detailed information concerning KY FACE, or to obtain additional copies of this report, 
contact: 

 
Terry Bunn, PhD 

Kentucky Fatality Assessment and Control Evaluation (KY FACE) Program 
Kentucky Injury Prevention and Research Center 

333 Waller Avenue, Suite 242 
Lexington, KY  40504 
TEL:  (859) 257-4955 
FAX:  (859) 257-3909 

http://www.kiprc.uky.edu/Face.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Organizationally, KIPRC is located in the University of Kentucky College of Public Health and is a 
bona fide agent of the Kentucky Department for Public Health (KDPH).  Funding for the KY FACE 
Program is provided by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) 
Cooperative Agreement Number 5U60OH008483-06. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
 

1. The KY FACE Program identified 93 fatal occupational injuries that occurred during 2009, 
compared to 105 recorded in 2008.   
 

2. The mean age of the fatally injured worker was 46.7 years of age; 87 were male and 6 were 
female.  Sixty percent were married; 74% graduated high school or beyond.  The majority of 
those fatally injured at work were born in the United States and 82% were Kentucky 
residents.  Nearly all of the decedents spoke English as their primary language.  

 
3. Kentucky’s occupational fatality rate is 59% above the national rate (5.4 Kentucky worker 

deaths/100,000 workers compared to 3.4 US worker deaths/100,000 workers). 
 

4. The Transportation, Warehousing & Utilities sector recorded the most work-related deaths in 
Kentucky in 2009 (n = 21, 22% of total fatalities).  Sixteen of the decedents were in motor 
vehicle crashes and twelve of the deceased workers were driving semi trucks. Two of the 
decedents were hauling coal when the fatal incident occurred 

 
5. Twenty-nine (31%) work-related deaths were due to motor vehicle collisions. Ten 

occupational drivers (48%) out of the 21 occupational drivers were NOT wearing their seat 
belts when the fatal injury occurred.  

 
6. The highest number of occupational injuries occurred in Jefferson County in both 2008 and 

2009.  In 2009 there were 11 total fatalities (17%).  This compares to 18 (17%) in 2008. 
 

7. Occupational fatality rates were highest in the agriculture, forestry, and fishing industry 
(112.5 worker deaths/ 100,000 full-time employees), the mining industry (33.5/100,000), the 
transportation industry (23.7/100,000), and the construction industry (16.4/100,000) in 2009. 
 

8.  The Construction Industry accounted for 12 (13%) of the 93 total fatalities in 2009.  This is 
down from 15 total fatalities in 2008.  
 

9. There were nine occupational homicides in 2009. 
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Quantitative Analysis 
 
Kentucky Occupational Fatalities by Month of Death – 2009. 

 

Occupational Fatality Incidents by Day of Week – 2009. 

 
 

Fatal Occupational Incidents by Time of Day – 2009. 
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Table 2. Demographic Characteristics of Fatally Injured Workers – 2009. 
 
 
 

Total Fatalities           93 100 

Sex  
 Male            87 94 
 Female 6 6 

Race  
 White  82 88 
 Other 7 8 

Age  
 <20 <5  
 20-29 7 8 
 30-39 20 22 
 40-49 22 24 
 50-59 30 32 
 60-69 8 9 
 70-79 <5  

Marital Status  
 Married 56 60 
 Never Married 16 17 
 Widowed <5  
 Divorced 16 17 

Education  
 Less than High School 5 5 
 Some High School 12 13 

 Finished High School 51 55 
  Some College 8 9 
 College Graduate 9 10 

Country of Origin  
 United States 86 93 
 Mexico <5  
 Other 5 5 

Primary Language  
 English 85 91 
 Spanish <5  
 Unknown <5  

State of Residence   
 Kentucky 76 82 
 Other 17 18 

 
  

Characteristics Number Percent 
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Occupational Fatalities by NIOSH Sector (NAICS code) – 2009. 
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Occupational Fatalities by NIOSH Sector (NAICS code) – 2009. 
    (Rates calculated per 100,000 workers).  

 
 
 

Industry 

# of KY 
Deaths 
In 2009 

2009  
KY Fatality  Ratea

2009 
US Fatality 

Rateb 

Transportation, Warehousing 
& Utilities 21 23.7 12.5 
Wholesale/Retail Trade 11 4.0 2.4 
Healthcare and Social 
Assistance 3 1.4 0.7 
Services 20 2.4 2.0 
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing, 
and Hunting 9 112.5 230 
Construction 12 16.4 13.7 
Manufacturing 8 3.8 2.6 
Mining 8 33.5 15.8 
Total 92 5.4 3.4 

aKentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development  
b
Number of employed persons obtained from the Bureau of Labor Statistics  
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Occupational Fatalities by External Cause of Death– 2009. 

 
 
Work-Related Fatalities by Occupation (SOC) – 2009. 
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Work-Related Fatalities by Major Occupational Classification – 2009. 

Occupational Classification 
Number of 

Fatalities 2009 KY Rate 2009 US Ratea 
Architecture and Engineering 
Occupations 1 * 1.7 
Arts, Design, Entertainment, Sports, and 
Media 1

*
2.3 

Building, Grounds Cleaning 9 17.2 5.8 
Community and Social Services 1 * 1.5 
Construction, Extraction 12 13.9 14.2 
Farming, Fishing, Forestry 2 * 54.6 
Healthcare Practitioner 1 * 0.7 
Healthcare Support 1 * 0.6 
Installation, Maintenance 14 16.7 6.2 
Management 15 18.5 8.4 
Production 5 2.5 2.1 
Protective Service 2 * 7.7 
Sales and Related 3 * 2.0 
Transportation, Material Moving 24 15.5 11.1 

a
Kentucky employment figures obtained from Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development 

bUS occupational fatality numbers obtained from the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
*fatality rates were not calculated due to small numbers of fatalities 
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concrete pad.  The victim’s head struck the floor.   
 
09KY069:  Preparing to work on the roof of a house, the victim was stung by three bees and went 
into anaphylactic reaction. 
  
09KY073:  The victim was raising a ten foot piece of guttering into place on a house.  The guttering  
made contact with a 19,900 volt power line located four feet above the roof peak.  The victim fell 
from the scaffold approximately 20ft after being electrocuted. 
 
09KY094:  The victim fell from a roof. 
 
 
Construction Fatalities by Incident Type– 2009. 
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Construction Fatalities by Occupation– 2009. 
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09KY064: The semi truck the victim was driving left the roadway on the right side and hit a tree, 
overturning, and entrapping the victim. 
 
09KY066: The semi truck overturned. 
 
09KY068: The driver of a semi truck overturned.  The truck skidded approximately 76 feet and 
struck another vehicle in motion.   
 
09KY071: the semi truck left the right side of the highway, traveled through the guard rail and over 
an embankment after leaving the road.  The semi truck then overturned and came to a rest in a 
lower drainage ditch.  Both the truck and trailer caught fire. 
 
09KY081: The semi truck was traveling southbound on I-71, in the slow lane when it struck an 
abandoned vehicle parked in the emergency lane.  The semi truck traveled past the car and off the 
west side of the highway, through the guardrail and over an embankment, and came to rest in a 
ravine.  The victim was in the sleeper berth, and was ejected and pronounced dead at the scene.   
 
09KY086: The victim was caught between two fork lifts with a resultant crush injury of the leg. 
 
09KY087: The victim was involved in a single commercial vehicle incident.  The vehicle overturned 
in the median area of an interstate and the victim was pronounced dead at the scene. 
 
09KY093: The victim died after being ejected from a semi truck that was involved in an MVC with 
two other semi trucks. 
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Transportation and Warehousing Industry Fatalities by Occupation (SOC)–2009. 
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Transportation and Warehousing MVC Fatalities by Roadway Type– 2009. 
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Transportation and Warehousing Industry MVC Fatalities by Vehicle Type– 2009. 

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

Light Truck Truck Single Unit Other/Unknown Semi Truck

N
um

be
r o

f F
at
al
it
ie
s

Vehicle Type

 



 

 

 
Oc
 
 

 
09
tim
 
09
 
09
 
09
 
09
  
09
 
09
 
09
me
the
 
09
fro
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ccupation

KY001: The
me subcontr

KY008: A v

KY017: A m

KY022: A c

KY041: A s

KY52: A re

KY72: A sto

KY77: A m
edication ea
e doctor. 

KY78:  A n
m the emp

al Homici

e victim wa
racted news

veterans’ ho

maintenanc

clothing sto

school custo

tail sales cl

ore clerk w

edical doct
arlier in the 

ovelty/gam
loyee and l

de 

as selling ne
spaper sale

ome caregiv

ce superviso

re owner w

odian was s

lerk was sta

as fatally sh

or was sho
day and he

ing store em
ater found 

 

During 2
homicide
and one
married 
involved
narrative
 
 
 
 
 

ewspapers 
esman on S

ver was sta

or at an apa

was shot afte

shot and ki

abbed while

hot during a

t and killed
e became a

mployee wa
him dead.

2009, 9 (10%
es.  All of th
 was of His
and all gra
 the use of 

es for the ca

on the stre
Sundays. 

abbed after 

artment com

er a robber

lled by a co

e working 

a robbery.

 by a patien
angry and c

as stabbed

%) of the 9
he deceden
spanic origi
duated high
f firearms.  
ases:   

eet corner w

r an argume

mplex wher

ry. 

oworker. 

nt.  The pat
combative. 

d.  Police re

93 occupatio
nts were me
n.  Four of 
h school.  S
Following a

when shot.  

ent over cig

re was shot

tient was re
 The patien

eceived a ca

  

onal fatalitie
en, eight we
the nine we

Six of the h
are the fata

Victim was

garettes. 

t. 

efused pain
nt returned 

all around 1

18

es were 
ere white, 
ere 
omicides 
lity 

s a part-

n 
and shot 

10:00pm 



     

19 
 

Occupational Homicides by Mode of Death – 2009. 
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Occupational Homicides by Age, 2009. 
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Occupational Homicides by Major Industry, 2009. 
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Figure 19. Occupational Homicides by Occupation (SOC) – 2009. 

  
 
 
Figure 30. Occupational Homicides by Day of Injury, 2009.  
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Agricultural Industry Worker Fatalities by Age – 2009. 

 
 
 

 
 
Agricultural Industry Worker Deaths by Incident Type – 2009. 
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CONCLUSIONS 
 

The transportation industry continues to account for the highest fatal injury numbers in Kentucky 
and is almost double the fatality rate for the US. Focused fatality investigation efforts will continue 
in the transportation industry this coming year. Construction industry injury numbers and rates are 
also elevated compared to the US, and will continue to be investigated. Administrative, 
engineering, and behavioral controls will be developed and recommended to reduce the burden of 
occupational injuries in Kentucky.        
 


