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Sex Work

vs.

Sex 

Trafficking



Sex trafficking is the recruitment, harboring, 

transportation, provision, obtaining, patronizing, or soliciting 

of a person for the purpose of a commercial sex act in 

which a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or 

coercion, or in which the person induced to perform such 

act has not attained 18 years of age.

Sex workers include female, male and transgender adults and 

young people (over 18 years of age) who receive money or goods in 

exchange for sexual services, either regularly or occasionally.2 Sex 

work may vary in the degree to which it is “formal” or organised. It is 

important to note that sex work is consensual sex between adults—

which takes many forms— and varies between and within countries 

and communities.3    
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Increased Risk?

• Isolation

• Increased Criminalization

• Added Stigma

• Economic Coercion

• Violence







HIPS

National Harm Reduction Coalition

Global Network of Sex Work Projects

North Carolina Harm Reduction

HIPS@HIPS.or

gCyndeeClay@HIPS.or

g
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