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GREETINGS FROM THE OPERATIONS DIRECTOR

Welcome to the Kentucky Injury Prevention and 
Research Center’s (KIPRC’s) 2025 Annual Report on 
research projects and public health initiatives, with 
documented activities and impact in research, poli-
cies, and practice. 

Research 
In the area of violence and injury prevention research, 
KIPRC was awarded 21 grants and contracts for 2025 
that totaled almost $9 million. Research produced in 
2025-2026 by KIPRC faculty and staff included 10 
peer-reviewed and 31 non-peer reviewed publications. 
In the training of future injury prevention faculty and 
researchers, 10 injury-related master’s in public health 
capstones and doctoral dissertations were mentored 
by KIPRC faculty and staff. 

Policy 
KIPRC informed injury prevention-related legislative 
bills, including the following examples: 

n	 Kentucky Violent Death Reporting System (KY-
VDRS) staff provided a data report on Kentucky 
firearm-related deaths for Whitney/Strong’s “Safe 
A Life Program”, to be used to educate Kentucky 
lawmakers about gun safety and violence preven-
tion during Capitol Day in February of 2026;

n	 KYVDRS also prepared a data report on female 

veterans at risk for self-directed violence for Phyl-
lis Abbott, Director of Lady Veterans Connect, to 
be used for testimony to advocate for funding for 
prevention efforts in October of 2025; and

n	 The Kentucky Fatality Assessment and Control 
Evaluation (FACE) program report, “24KY070: 
Tow truck operator killed by passing semi-truck 
on shoulder were used to help promote the pas-
sage of House Bill 282, also known as Troy’s law, 
which would allow tow trucks to utilize rear- 
facing blue lights when loading a vehicle on the 
side of the highway or at a crash site.

Practice
KIPRC program activities resulted in 15 media releas-
es in 2025-2026 related to workplace safety, mental 
health and substance use disorder resources, public 
health initiatives, community safety, research, and ed-
ucation initiatives, among others. Sixty-five violence 
and injury prevention presentations were delivered to 
community, state, and national agencies and organi-
zations. 

Community practice activities with local and state 
partners included the review of the more than 2,400 
community-based social service resources on Find-
MentalHealthNowKY.org to ensure the information is 
still accurate, the investigation of 9 worker fatalities, 

http://FindMentalHealthNowKY.org
http://FindMentalHealthNowKY.org
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the training of educators covering eight counties as 
part of the evidence-based CheckpointsTM program, 
and the distribution of over 4,718 smoke alarms and 
4,725 medication lock boxes, among other efforts. 

Partners 
KIPRC would like to extend gratitude to the agencies 
and organizations that are vested in injury preven-
tion and partner with KIPRC on the development, 
implementation, and evaluation of their interven-
tions, practices, and policies to reduce the impact and 
burden of intentional and unintentional injuries in the 
Commonwealth.

We would especially like to thank the Kentucky De-
partment for Public Health for continuing to entrust 
KIPRC with bona fide agent status to serve the resi-
dents of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.   
The Kentucky Injury Prevention and Research Center 
remains honored to serve the residents of the Com-
monwealth of Kentucky.   

Wishing safety and health to all, 

Amber Kizewski, 
KIPRC Operations Director
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COMMUNITY INJURY PREVENTION

KENTUCKY VIOLENCE AND INJURY  
PREVENTION  PROGRAM

The Kentucky Violence and Injury Prevention Pro-
gram (KVIPP) supports the implementation and 
evaluation of injury prevention programs focusing 
on adverse childhood experiences (ACEs), traumatic 
brain injury, older adult falls, transportation safety, 
and military-connected youth.

These focus areas are addressed through robust data 
surveillance, informed strategic collaborations and 
partnerships, and assessment and evaluation. Under 
KVIPP, the Kentucky Safety and Prevention Align-
ment Network (KSPAN)—Kentucky’s statewide injury 
and violence prevention network—identifies, sup-
ports, and evaluates program and policy interventions 
within priority focus areas and collaborates with part-
ners to inform policies and practices. KSPAN, with 
the support of KVIPP, holds educational meetings and 
summits covering our priority focus areas. 

Accomplishments and service
KVIPP continues to help stakeholders to access injury 
data to assist them in assessing the teen driver injury 
burden for their county as part of the evidence-based 

Key personnel
Ashley M. Bush, MPH, DrPH
Steve Sparrow
Robert McCool, MS
Alaina Murphy, MPH
Christina Howard, MD
Tonya Jernigan, LSCW
Roy Tapp

Contact
Ashley Bush, ambush2@uky.edu
Steve Sparrow, steve.sparrow@uky.edu

Funding
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC)
Kentucky Department for Public Health,  

Chronic Disease Branch
Kentucky Office of Highway Safety 
Kentucky Agency for Substance Abuse  

Policy



Key Personnel

Contact

Funding

Presentations

Publications and Reports

KIPRC 2025 Annual Report	 4

teen driver safety Checkpoints™ program. KVIPP 
provided technical assistance with implementing the 
Checkpoints program to the Jessamine County and 
Kentucky River District health departments for the 
Kentucky Office of Highway Safety 2024-2025 grant that 
ended in September 2025. KVIPP is providing technical 
assistance with implementing the Checkpoints program 
to the Bourbon County and Kentucky River District 
health departments and has produced driver safety signs 
for placement at high schools. KVIPP held Checkpoints 
training classes for educators covering eight counties. 

KVIPP continued to support traffic safety (sobriety) 
checkpoints, impaired driving, and safe driving strat-
egies. In 2018, KVIPP developed an 8-hour training 
course for law enforcement officers that is approved by 
the Kentucky Law Enforcement Council, which ensures 
that officers can receive continuing education credit 
for attending the course. After a break in 2025 to work 
out course recertification issues, KVIPP submitted the 
course for renewed approval in cooperation with the 
Kentucky Department of Criminal Justice Training 
(DOCJT). DOCJT has expressed interest in developing 
an online version of the course. As the current KVIPP 
grant moves toward completion, KVIPP staff have 
reached an agreement to transfer responsibility for the 
course to the Kentucky Office of Highway Safety. This 
will ensure the continuation of the course following the 
end of the current KVIPP funding. 

At the 2025 Kids Are Worth It® Conference, KVIPP sup-
ported a workshop regarding child fatalities, including 
death by suicide and gun violence/access. The work-
shop, “Keeping Kids Safe from Abuse and Neglect as 
Community Members”, can be viewed at www.youtube.
com/watch?v=Y1-Zq9eTDT0. KVIPP staff member Dr. 
Christine Howard presented during the workshop; her 
portion of the workshop starts at the 47 minute and 25 
second mark. 

In support of the Keeping Infants Safe program—an 
educational curriculum developed by the Pediatric 
Abusive Head Trauma Advisory Board, which in-
cludes KVIPP and KSPAN partners—KVIPP provided 
business cards, brain molds, and ABCDs of Safe Sleep 
magnets to the State Child Fatality Review and Inju-
ry Prevention Program for distribution to health de-
partments participating in the Maternal Child Health 
Package. Keeping Infants Safe was promoted in five 
training events to 126 participants. KVIPP worked with 

Presentations
Bush A. Suicide and self-harm data and 

trends with a veteran focus. Part 1 of HB 30 
Veteran Suicide Prevention Initiative Strate-
gic Planning Proposal meeting, July 2025. 

Bush A. Monitoring adult falls in Kentucky. 
CSTE Injury Surveillance Workgroup meet-
ing, December 2025.

Bush A. How KIPRC powers prevention across 
Kentucky communities. College of Public 
Health Big Blue Public Health Illumination 
Seminar Series, February 2026.

Bush A. Injury-related deaths, emergency 
department visits, and inpatient hospital-
izations among Fayette County, Kentucky, 
residents aged 18 years and younger, 
2020–2024. Lexington-Fayette County 
Health Department Community Health Im-
provement Plan meeting, February 2026. 

Bush A. Review of data surveillance projects 
and best practices. Southeastern and 
Southwestern Regional Injury Prevention 
Network meeting. February 2026.

Bush A. Child safety and well-being. Lexing-
ton-Fayette Community Health Improve-
ment Partnership quarterly meeting, March 
2026.

Murphy A. Older adulty injury data and 
injury-related risk factors for Kentucky 
residents 60 years and older, 2020-2024. 
Kentucky Safe Aging Coalition quarterly 
meeting, March 2026.

Sparrow S. Kentucky Checkpoints program 
overview. Occupant Protection Task Force 
meeting, March 2026.

Tapp R. Kentucky Safe Aging Coalition. Co-
alition for a Healthy Oldham County and 
Mental Health Task Force meeting, October 
2025.

Tapp R. Modernizations in fall and osteopo-
rosis prevention. KSPAN quarterly meeting, 
December 2025.

Tapp R. Fall prevention. Clark County Health 
Department Mental Health and Aging Coa-
lition Meeting, January 2026. 

—continued on following page

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y1-Zq9eTDT0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y1-Zq9eTDT0
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Presentations, continued
Tapp R. Falls and injury data. Western Ken-

tucky Health Care Coalition meeting, Febru-
ary 2026. 

Publications and reports
Kentucky Violence and Injury Prevention 

Program. (2025). Kentucky teen distracted 
driving brief. Kentucky Injury Prevention and 
Research Center.

Kentucky Violence and Injury Prevention 
Program. (2025). Injury counts and other 
access-related risk factors for Kentucky resi-
dents 60 years and older, 2020-2024. Ken-
tucky Injury Prevention and Research Center.

Kentucky Violence and Injury Prevention Pro-
gram. (2025). Suicides and self-harm inju-
ries among Kentucky residents by veteran 
status and other demographics, 2020–2024. 
Kentucky Injury Prevention and Research 
Center.

Kentucky Violence and Injury Prevention Pro-
gram. (2025). CSTE data release reference 
document: Tabulated, aggregated, and 
macro data. Kentucky Injury Prevention and 
Research Center.

Kentucky Violence and Injury Prevention Pro-
gram. (2025). Kentucky resident behavioral 
health indicators report, 2020–2024. Ken-
tucky Injury Prevention and Research Center.

Bush A. (2025). Suicide and self-harm data 
and trends with a veteran focus, 2001-2023. 
Kentucky Injury Prevention and Research 
Center.

Kentucky Violence and Injury Prevention 
Program. (2025). Special emphasis report: 
Unintentional motor vehicle traffic injuries, 
2024 Kentucky. Kentucky Injury Prevention 
and Research Center. 

Kentucky Violence and Injury Prevention 
Program. (2025). Annual leading causes of 
injury-related hospitalizations matrices by 
intent and age group for Kentucky, 2024. 
Kentucky Injury Prevention and Research 
Center.

—continued on following page

Kentucky Youth Advocates to support TEN-4-FACESp 
Day (October 4, 2025) and helped secure mayor-
al proclamations for Lexington. TEN-4 Day raises 
awareness of the TEN-4 Faces Bruising Rule, a criti-
cal screening tool for concerning bruises on children 
under 4 years old.

With funding from the Kentucky Agency for Sub-
stance Abuse Policy (KY-ASAP) and the Child Fatality 
Review Panel, in 2025-2026 the KSPAN Child Home 
Safety Committee and KVIPP disseminated 4,725 
medication lock boxes. Included with each lock box 
are two brochures: “CONNECT to Build Family Re-
silience” and “Six Tips for Medication Safety”. KVIPP 
covered the printing of the CONNECT brochures, and 
the Child Fatality Review Panel covered the printing 
of “Six Tips for Medication Safety”. Work continues in 
2026 with an additional $33,000 in funding from KY-
ASAP to purchase additional medication lock boxes.  

The Purple Star Program—a state-sponsored recog-
nition for individual schools’ dedication and support 
of military-connected youth—has expanded to 176 
schools across 30+ Kentucky counties. (A map of 
Purple Star schools can be found at www.kypurplestar.
org/resources/kentucky-purple-star-schools). KVIPP 
provides for the purchase of materials to advance the 
Purple Star program across the state. KVIPP provides 
support for the Purple Star Program website, mate-
rials that enhance school recognition, and a training 
module that introduces liaisons to the programs and 
services offered by Kentucky Regional Prevention 
Centers to increase protective factors and reduce risk 
factors within military youth. 

A train-the-trainer session on “Supporting mili-
tary-connected children in early care and education 
environments” was held for child care providers at the 
Kentucky Department for Public Health’s (KDPH’s) 
Child Care Health Consultation program; the train-
ing is available through the Early Care and Education 
Training Records Information System. 

KVIPP provided evaluation and data analysis sup-
port for the Governor’s Challenge to Prevent Suicide 
among Service Members and Their Families’ four 
regional summits. KVIPP helped refine the Let’s Ask 
campaign resource cards for the faith-based commu-
nity that were distributed throughout Lexington in the 
Governors Challenge pilot. In Lexington, 100 resource 

https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-09/ky-distracted-driving_yrbs_2023_factsheet_sept2025_final.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-09/ky-distracted-driving_yrbs_2023_factsheet_sept2025_final.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-10/kentucky-resident-veteran-suicides-and-self-harm-injuries-2020-2024.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-10/kentucky-resident-veteran-suicides-and-self-harm-injuries-2020-2024.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-10/kentucky-resident-veteran-suicides-and-self-harm-injuries-2020-2024.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2024-12/kiprc2024_kentucky_behavioral_health_indicators_2019-2023.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2024-12/kiprc2024_kentucky_behavioral_health_indicators_2019-2023.pdf
https://kspan.egnyte.com/dl/FbvgGFBQyF3q?fbclid=IwY2xjawSUBp9leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFGbzdyWmlJc2tHR2JQSWZyc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHq2go-pm3IEWUtZfXRDrKvQ6_Juzt6HYIbgfmQBKo2AWgq6O8J5K6RiAZL1k_aem_ayXiXKz3iStzIhaqPekRCg
https://kspan.egnyte.com/dl/FbvgGFBQyF3q?fbclid=IwY2xjawSUBp9leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFGbzdyWmlJc2tHR2JQSWZyc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHq2go-pm3IEWUtZfXRDrKvQ6_Juzt6HYIbgfmQBKo2AWgq6O8J5K6RiAZL1k_aem_ayXiXKz3iStzIhaqPekRCg
https://kspan.egnyte.com/dl/b7Bm7D8cb6YY
https://kspan.egnyte.com/dl/b7Bm7D8cb6YY
https://kspan.egnyte.com/dl/b7Bm7D8cb6YY
https://www.kypurplestar.org/resources/kentucky-purple-star-schools
https://www.kypurplestar.org/resources/kentucky-purple-star-schools
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cards were distributed to the Jewish Community, and 
400 cards with gun locks were handed out at the Ken-
tucky State Fair. Additionally, KVIPP presented at 
Part 1 of the House Bill 30 Veteran Suicide Prevention 
Initiative Strategic Planning Proposal meeting. 

In collaboration with the Kentucky Safe Aging Coa-
lition, KDPH, Kentucky Department for Aging and 
Independent Living, KSPAN, and the Kentucky Inju-
ry Prevention and Research Center, KVIPP held the 
virtual Fall and Osteoporosis Prevention Summit on 
September 25, 2025. The summit was attended by 62 
individuals from Kentucky, 

KVIPP supported and program staff helped organize 
the annual High School Green Dot Training Institute, 
held June 16-19, 2026. As part of the training institute, 
educators from the 13 Kentucky Rape Crisis Centers 
provide training to high schools on the Green Dot cur-
riculum, which focuses on preventing sexual  
violence, intimate partner violence, child abuse, elder 
abuse, bullying, and stalking in schools. The Green Dot 
program is currently being implemented in 52 schools 
across the state.

Presentation recordings from KSPAN meetings and 
the 2025 Fall and Osteoporosis Prevention Summit can 
be found on the KSPAN YouTube page, www.youtube.
com/@SafeKentucky. 

Publications and reports, continued
Kentucky Violence and Injury Prevention Pro-

gram. (2026). Injury prevention: Playground 
fall-related injuries, 2017-2024. Kentucky 
Injury Prevention and Research Center. 

Kentucky Violence and Injury Prevention 
Program. (2025, updated March 2026). 
Kentucky injury indicators, 2024. Kentucky 
Violence and Injury Prevention Program. 

Kentucky Violence and Injury Prevention 
Program. (2026). Injury Prevention: Uninten-
tional Drowning. Kentucky Injury Prevention 
and Research Center.

Murphy A, Bush A. (2025). Kentucky resident 
suicide and intentional self-harm injuries, 
2022–2024. Kentucky Injury Prevention and 
Research Center. 

Murphy A, Bush A. (2026). Kentucky county, 
Kentucky resident older adult fall injury- 
related inpatient hospitalizations, 2021–
2024. Kentucky Injury Prevention and Re-
search Center. 

Murphy A, Seals J. (2025). Injury counts and 
other risk factors for Kentucky residents 60 
years and older, 2020–2024. Kentucky Injury 
Prevention and Research Center. 

Additional injury reports and injury prevention 
briefs are available on the KSPAN website, 
www.safekentucky.org, and in the KIPRC 
website’s resources section.

http://www.youtube.com/@SafeKentucky
http://www.youtube.com/@SafeKentucky
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-02/playground-falls-safety-brief-2017-2024.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-02/playground-falls-safety-brief-2017-2024.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-12/2024-indicators.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-05/drowning-prevention-brief-2016-2024_acc.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-05/drowning-prevention-brief-2016-2024_acc.pdf
https://www.safekentucky.org/images/Data/ADD-self-harm-2024/Kentucky.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawSUAdBleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFGbzdyWmlJc2tHR2JQSWZyc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHoWa0Oe77_f8w77uSdCRcEcJCuEiaTo3edCx4DTyL1p37OibbcuNOSapbefv_aem_gYEYv1rSVCap7nru1er-XA
https://www.safekentucky.org/images/Data/ADD-self-harm-2024/Kentucky.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawSUAdBleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFGbzdyWmlJc2tHR2JQSWZyc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHoWa0Oe77_f8w77uSdCRcEcJCuEiaTo3edCx4DTyL1p37OibbcuNOSapbefv_aem_gYEYv1rSVCap7nru1er-XA
https://www.safekentucky.org/images/Data/ADD-self-harm-2024/Kentucky.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawSUAdBleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFGbzdyWmlJc2tHR2JQSWZyc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHoWa0Oe77_f8w77uSdCRcEcJCuEiaTo3edCx4DTyL1p37OibbcuNOSapbefv_aem_gYEYv1rSVCap7nru1er-XA
http://www.safekentucky.org
https://kiprc.uky.edu/resources?keys=&tid%5B%5D=3&nid_entityreference_filter=39&field_resource_type_target_id_1=All&items_per_page=25
https://kiprc.uky.edu/resources?keys=&tid%5B%5D=3&nid_entityreference_filter=39&field_resource_type_target_id_1=All&items_per_page=25
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PEDIATRIC AND ADOLESCENT INJURY PREVENTION PROGRAM

The Pediatric and Adolescent Injury Prevention Pro-
gram (PAIPP) has two main goals: (1) prevent inju-
ry and injury-related death to Kentucky children by 
improving the safety of the environments in which they 
live, play, learn, and travel and (2) improve the qual-
ity of data on Kentucky children’s deaths and injuries 
through support for the child death review process at 
the local county level. PAIPP accomplishes the former 
by using epidemiological data to develop education, 
conduct public outreach, and support strategies for 
state and local agencies, health professionals, and other 
related professionals that address the prevention of 
childhood injuries at different ages and development 
stages. PAIPP’s technical assistance and services cover 
the entire spectrum of pediatric intentional and unin-
tentional injuries from birth to 18 years of age, address-
ing topics such as safe sleep, suicide, child maltreat-
ment, fire, hyperthermia, and firearm death or injury.

PAIPP collaborates with Kentucky Department for 
Public Health Maternal and Child Health and Child 
Fatality Review (CFR) coordinators to participate in 
child fatality review efforts of coroners, local teams, 
and pediatricians. Fatality review teams have been 
established in more than 100 Kentucky counties. 
Through CFR outcomes, in partnership with the 
Department for Public Health, PAIPP also participates 
in the national Child Safety Learning Collaborative 
(CSLC), which aims to reduce injury and violence- 
related fatalities. PAIPP has two focus areas this year 
in the CSLC: suicide and self-harm injury prevention 
through implementation of Zero Suicide, a framework 
for preventing suicide in health care systems, and 
bullying prevention.  

Additionally, PAIPP provides educational opportuni-
ties on pediatric abusive head trauma, physical abuse, 
safe firearm storage, and pediatric ingestions.

Accomplishments and service
With KSPAN, PAIPP developed the CONNECT 
resource guide to help primary care providers discuss 
safety concerns in the home and lack of resources 

(food, transportation, medical care, childcare sup-
port) with patients. These safety concerns and lack 
of resources create barriers to a family’s success; if 
addressed early through regular screenings with pri-
mary care providers, referrals can be made to sup-
port a family’s safety and ability to thrive. PAIPP and 
KSPAN created a comprehensive resource directory to 
help providers make appropriate referrals to services 
to address safety concerns and social determinants of 
health. This resource directory is now live and avail-
able for providers and other community members to 
utilize. 

During the reporting period, PAIPP participated in 
multiple community events to distribute education-
al materials at community health fairs, provide bike 
helmets and car seats to participants, and offer car seat 
checks by a certified child passenger safety technician.  

Key personnel
Christina Howard, MD, FAAP
Tonya Jernigan, LCSW
Kelly Grayson, RN
Carla Hay, RN
Jennifer Perry, LCSW 

Contact
Christina Howard, ukpedfor@uky.edu

Funding
KDPH Division of Maternal and Child Health 
University of Kentucky (UK) Department of  

Pediatrics
Safe Kids Fayette
Kosair for Kids
CDC

Presentations
Jernigan T. Pediatric ingestions and safe med-

ication storage. Kids are Worth It conference, 
September 2025.

https://faceitabuse.org/connect/
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KENTUCKY EMERGENCY RESPONSE FOR SUICIDE PREVENTION:  
FINDMENTALHEALTHNOWKY.ORG

The aim of this project is to create a near-real-time 
mental health treatment locator website that includes 
three core components: the dynamic locator of men-
tal health treatment options and availability, a robust 
directory of social service provider organizations and 
agencies across the Commonwealth, and a repository 
for informational documents and educational tools 
related to mental health topics.
 
The FindMentalHealthNowKY.org (FMHNKY) web-
site, which was integrated into FindHelpNowKY.org 
(FHNKY), was developed in collaboration with the 
Department for Behavioral Health, Developmental 
and Intellectual Disabilities (DBHDID) and APAX 
Software. 
 
Specific aims are to:
n	 develop the FMHNKY website,
n	 conduct usability testing of FMHNKY,
n	 integrate FMHNKY with FHNKY,  
n	 recruit mental health treatment facilities to 

FMHNKY,
n	 maintain participation of mental health treatment 

facilities in FMHNKY,
n	 develop and update a community resources tab 

within FMHNKY, and
n	 evaluate FMHNKY using website user statistics 

and facility statistics. 

Accomplishments and service
During the reporting period, project team members:
n	 created nine educational one-pagers on topics 

related to mental health
n	 produced a mental health discussion guide for 

healthcare providers;
n	 reviewed all 2,446 community-based social service 

resources to ensure that the information is accu-
rate and up to date;

n	 made required modifications to the website in  
order to meet Americans with Disabilities Act 
digital accessibility requirements;

n	 onboarded eight additional mental health treat-
ment facilities;

Key personnel
Terry Bunn, PhD	
Catherine Hines, BA 
Joseph Ellis, MSC	
Peyton Calhoun, BS

Contact
Terry Bunn, tlbunn2@uky.edu

Funding
DBHDID

Presentations
Ellis J. FindMentalHealthNowKY.org: Timely link-

age to mental health treatment and  
resources. 988 Learning Series, January 2026.

Ellis J. FindMentalHealthNowKY.org: Timely link-
age to mental health treatment and  
resources. Kentucky Access Functional Needs 
Program, February 2026.

Ellis J. FindMentalHealthNowKY.org: Timely link-
age to mental health treatment and  
resources. Aetna Insurance Care Managers, 
March 2026.

Ellis J. FindMentalHealthNowKY.org: Timely link-
age to mental health treatment and  
resources. Community Inclusion Kentucky, 
March 2026.

Ellis J. FindMentalHealthNowKY.org: Timely link-
age to mental health treatment and  
resources. Louisville Metro Department of Pub-
lic Health, March 2026.

Ellis J. FindMentalHealthNowKY.org: Timely link-
age to mental health treatment and  
resources. Northern Kentucky Community Ac-
tion Commission Regional Meeting, April 2026.

Ellis J. FindMentalHealthNowKY.org: Timely link-
age to mental health treatment and  
resources. Bluegrass Care Navigators, April 
2026.

—continued on following page

http://FindMentalHealthNowKY.org
http://FindHelpNowKY.org
https://prod-fhn-media.s3.amazonaws.com/media/learning_materials/learningmaterial/2082bda0f59d40539e665fe3053cf647Discussion_Guide_ACC_REV.pdf
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n	 maintained a minimum of 88% participation of 
facilities;

n	 conducted 14 website demonstration presentations 
to more than 100 community partners;

n	 received more than 100 surveys from in-service 
trainings, where 97% of participants indicated a 
foundational understanding of FindMentalHealth-
NowKY.org.

As of May 31, 2026, 197 facilities are published on 
FindMentalHealthNowKY.org. From the launch of the 
site on March 14, 2024, through April 30, 2026, more 
than 5,000 searches for mental health treatment and 
over 1,100 searches for community resources were 
performed. Approximately 25% of all FindHelpNow.
org visitors search for mental health treatment or 
topics.

Presentations, continued
Hines C. FindMentalHealthNowKY.org: Timely 

linkage to mental health treatment and  
resources. Central Kentucky Community Co-
alition of the Kentucky Hospital Association, 
December 2025.

Hines C. FindMentalHealthNowKY.org: Timely 
linkage to mental health treatment and  
resources. 988 Learning Series, January 
2026.

Hines C. FindMentalHealthNowKY.org:Timely 
linkage to mental health treatment and  
resources. Behavioral Health Conditional 
Dismissal Program, February 2026.

Hines C. FindMentalHealthNowKY.org:Timely 
linkage to mental health treatment and  
resources. Safe States Southeast and South-
west Regional Meeting, February 2026.

Hines C. FindMentalHealthNowKY.org: Timely 
linkage to mental health treatment and  
resources. Mental Health State Health Im-
provement Plan Telehealth Workgroup, Feb-
ruary 2026.

Hines C. FindMentalHealthNowKY.org: Timely 
linkage to mental health treatment and  
resources. Lincoln County Health Depart-
ment, Mental Health Coalition, March 2026.

Hines C. FindMentalHealthNowKY.org: Timely 
linkage to mental health treatment and  
resources. Kentucky Taylor Lake Cumberland 
Community Coalition, April 2026.
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KENTUCKY INJURY-FREE ACADEMY

KIPRC, in partnership with the Kentucky Depart-
ment for Public Health and the University of Ken-
tucky, launched the Kentucky Injury-Free Academy 
(KIFA) to pilot the implementation of the Injury-Free 
North Carolina Academy on shared risk and protec-
tive factors approach to violence prevention. KIFA 
brings together multidisciplinary teams from across 
Kentucky—including public health, education, law 
enforcement, and social services—to address violence 
through upstream, population-level interventions.

The goals of KIFA are to: 
n	 implement the University of North Carolina Inju-

ry Prevention Research Center’s evidence-based  
shared risk and protective factors curriculum, 
adapted to Kentucky’s needs; 

n	 facilitate collaboration among 5-8 local and re-
gional teams to develop actionable violence- 
prevention projects; 

n	 strengthen cross-sector partnerships and inform 
long-term violence prevention strategies; and

n	 improve population health in communities that 
are disproportionately impacted by violence.

KIFA includes three training sessions held over a 
12-month period, allowing teams to apply learned 
strategies and assess short-term outcomes.

Accomplishments and service
During the reporting period, the KIFA team:
n	 planned, coordinated, and implemented KIFA 

academy sessions designed to support multidisci-
plinary teams in applying shared risk and protec-
tive factor approaches to violence prevention;

n	 engaged with seven teams of academy participants 
and partners to support real-world application of 
injury prevention strategies learned during train-
ing sessions in July and September 2025;

n	 continued to collaborate with academic, public 
health, and community partners to strengthen 
statewide injury prevention efforts;

n	 evaluated and implemented improvements to 
academy structure, content, and participant out-
comes; and

n	 supported KIFA’s broader dissemination efforts 
through presentations and scholarly and profes-
sional venues.

Overall Impact
KIFA activities conducted between July 1, 2025, and 
June 30, 2026, supported workforce development, 
strengthened cross-sector partnerships, and advanced 
the adoption of evidence-based injury and violence 
prevention strategies across Kentucky and beyond. 
Through academy sessions and multiple presentation 
venues, KIFA continued to position itself as a leader 
in injury prevention approaches that address the root 
causes of health issues across entire communities.

Key personnel
Catherine Hines, BA
Jacqueline Seals, DrPH

Contact
Catherine Hines, catherine.hines@uky.edu

Funding
Safe States Alliance and University of North  

Carolina Injury Prevention Research Center

Presentations
Hines C. Kentucky Injury-Free Academy. Safe 

States Southeast and Southwest Regional Pre-
vention Meeting, February 2026.

Hines C. Kentucky Injury-Free Academy. Society 
of Violence and Injury Prevention, April 2026.

Hines C. Kentucky Injury-Free Academy. Uni-
versity of Kentucky College of Public Health 
Showcase, April 2026.
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RESIDENTIAL FIRE INJURY PREVENTION 

The Residential Fire Injury Prevention program, 
which is supported by funding from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency with a 5% match 
from state funds, supplies smoke alarms, educational 
materials, training, and technical assistance to local 
partner organizations, primarily fire departments, 
although local health departments may also partici-
pate. Partner organizations identify low-income and 
at-risk households that lack working smoke alarms, 
then install smoke alarms in those homes and provide 
fire safety education to the resident(s). A home safety 
check focusing on fire safety, fall prevention, emergen-
cy preparedness, and general safety is completed at the 
time the alarms are installed. The results of the check 
are provided to the residents to make them aware of 
any safety hazards that were identified in their home. 
These services are provided at no cost to the residents. 

Accomplishments and service 
The current project supported the acquisition of 4,800 
lithium battery-powered, long-life smoke alarms and 
related materials. As of February 28, 2026, a total of 
4,718 alarms had been provided to 15 local partner 
organizations in 10 Kentucky counties. Installation 
reports available at that time indicated that 2,029 
alarms had been installed in 582 households. Installa-
tions will continue through 2026 or until all available 
alarms have been installed. 

Key personnel
Robert McCool, MS, rmccool@safekentucky.org

Funding
Federal Emergency Management Agency, U.S. 

Department of Homeland Security



OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH

KENTUCKY FATALITY ASSESSMENT 
AND CONTROL EVALUATION

The Kentucky Fatality Assessment and Control Eval-
uation (FACE) program conducts multi-source sur-
veillance of occupational fatalities in Kentucky and 
studies worker fatalities to make recommendations to 
prevent similar incidents, particularly those involving 
the truck transportation and construction industries. 
Detailed reports, hazard alerts, and other prevention 
materials are produced and disseminated. FACE does 
not seek to determine fault or place blame on compa-
nies or individual workers.

Accomplishments and services
In the past year, five occupational fatality investigation 
reports were developed and disseminated to the FACE 
mailing list of more than 1,600 contacts and Kentucky 
Occupational Safety and Health Surveillance (KOSHS) 
social media accounts (X, Facebook, and Instagram):
n 24KY070: Tow truck operator struck by passing 

semi-truck on shoulder; 
n 25KY001: Truck driver dies after truck overturns;
n 25KY009: Fencing laborer deceased after skid steer 

attachment fails;
n 25KY028: Concrete finisher crushed by collapsing 

dump bed; and

n 25KY032: Electrician trainee fatally electrocuted at 
commercial job site.

(All FACE case reports can be found on the FACE 
website.)

Key personnel
Caitlin Northcutt, PhD
Rebecca Honaker, MPH
Harold Mosely, BBA, AA
Terry Bunn, PhD 

Contact
Caitlin Northcutt, Caitlin.Pope@uky.edu

Funding
Competitive funding received from the National 

Institute for Occupational Safety and Health 
(NIOSH)

Presentations
Mosley H, Honaker R, Northcutt C. Workplace 

suicide investigations. NIOSH State FACE  
Annual Meeting, May 2026.

https://x.com/koshsnews?s=20
https://www.facebook.com/koshsnews
https://www.instagram.com/koshsnews?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=ZDNlZDc0MzIxNw==
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-07/24ky070-tow-truck-driver-killed-by-passing-commercial-semi-truck.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-07/24ky070-tow-truck-driver-killed-by-passing-commercial-semi-truck.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-07/25ky001-truck-driver-deceased-after-truck-overturns.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-12/25ky009-fencing-laborer-deceased-after-skid-steer-attachment-fails.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-12/25ky009-fencing-laborer-deceased-after-skid-steer-attachment-fails.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-02/25ky028-concrete-finisher-crushed-by-collapsing-dump-bed.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-02/25ky028-concrete-finisher-crushed-by-collapsing-dump-bed.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-05/25ky032-electrician-trainee-fatally-electrocuted-at-commercial-job-site-1.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-05/25ky032-electrician-trainee-fatally-electrocuted-at-commercial-job-site-1.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/programs/fatality-assessment-and-control-evaluation-face
https://kiprc.uky.edu/programs/fatality-assessment-and-control-evaluation-face
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A FACE team video, “Kentucky FACE Story: Tow 
Truck Driver Struck by Passing Semi-Truck on Shoul-
der”, was posted on YouTube and shared through the 
KOSHS listserv, website, and social media. The video 
has 848 views on YouTube.

The owner of Tomcat Kanhaul Inc. in Barren, KY, 
stated that the company would utilize the report 
“24KY070: Tow truck driver struck by passing semi-
truck on shoulder” to supplement worker training and 
distribute it to their workforce.

The owner of the towing company involved in that 
report is implementing a policy recommended in the 
report to prohibit tow truck drivers from performing 
work on the side of the truck that is closer to traffic. 
He stated that the policy change and the report and 
video have been a great aid to help with the passage 
of legislation that the company is seeking. House Bill 
282, also known as Troy’s law, was introduced on 
January 8, 2026, in legislative session. If passed, the 
law would allow tow trucks to utilize rear-facing blue 
lights when loading a vehicle on the side of the high-
way or at a crash site.

The owner of the trucking company involved in the 
report “25KY001: Truck driver dies after truck over-
turns” stated that the company is implementing a 
formal safety program based on the recommendations 
from the report. The program includes initial and 
recurring annual defensive driver training.

The Director of Safety from the company involved in 
the report “24KY072: Wash bay attendant engulfed by 
fire dies from injuries” stated the company is currently 
implementing two recommendations from the report: 
1) instituting a trailer flaring procedure with associat-
ed training for employees and 2) requiring the utili-
zation of intrinsically safe tools on or around liquid 
petroleum gas trailers. The company also has plans to 
implement a formal health and safety program for its 
maintenance staff.

The owner of the farm involved in the report 
“24KY058: Farm laborer struck by backing truck”  
stated they are implementing the recommendation 
from the report to require all employees operating 
motor vehicles to have a valid operator’s license.

The following FACE reports were featured in  
Safety+Health, published by the National Safety Coun-
cil:
n	 24KY072: Wash bay attendant engulfed by fire dies 

from injuries (August 2025);
n	 24KY070: Tow truck driver struck by passing 

semi-truck on shoulder (November 2025); and
n	 25KY009: Fencing laborer dies after skid steer 

attachment fails (February 2026).

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jxT0vSBMpXA
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KENTUCKY OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH SURVEILLANCE

The Kentucky Occupational Safety and Health Sur-
veillance program partners with agencies and organi-
zations to identify safety and health concerns of Ken-
tucky workers and develop, implement, and evaluate 
targeted interventions. The KOSHS program conducts 
comprehensive multi-source population-based sur-
veillance of occupational injuries and illnesses that 
have occurred in Kentucky, using 30 occupational 
health indicators (OHIs).

Accomplishments and service
During the reporting period, KOSHS developed and 
disseminated the following Hazard Alerts to its list of 
more than 1,500 contacts and to KOSHS social media 
accounts (X, Facebook, and Instagram):
n	 Fatal falls in construction;
n	 Tow truck drivers struck by vehicles;
n	 Working in winter weather; and
n	 Worker Safety During Flooding and Cleanup.

The KOSHS article, “Protect workers from heat illness: 
Know the dangers, act early,” was published in the 
Lebanon Enterprise, the Madison Courier, the Daily In-
dependent, Kentucky New Era, the Lexington Times, the 
Northern Kentucky Tribune, Here Lexington, Kentucky 
Health News, Newsbreak, the Messenger, and the Jessa-
mine Journal. The Kentucky Lantern news service inter-
viewed Rebecca Honaker, KOSHS program director, on 
the impact of extreme heat on workers in Kentucky, and 
the Hazard Alert “Tow truck drivers struck by vehicles” 
was featured in a June 2026 Safety+Health article.

The KOSHS team collaborated with a subgroup of 
the Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists 
(CSTE) Occupational Health Subcommittee to devel-
op plans for a multi-state study of workplace injuries 
among teens.

The KOSHS team participated as Premier Partners for 
the National Safety Stand-Down to Prevent Falls in 
Construction. As a Premier Partner, the team devel-
oped a hazard alert about fatal falls in construction 
that was shared through KOSHS channels and on the 
Stop Construction Falls website for the national cam-

paign. Additionally, the KOSHS team promoted the 
Stand-Down resources and webinars with a press re-
lease published on the UKNow news feed and KOSHS 
and KIPRC social media accounts and disseminated 
to the KOSHS email list.

The annual analysis of 2022 Occupational Health 
Indicators was completed and submitted to the CSTE 
OHI workgroup.

Key personnel
Caitlin Northcutt, PhD
Rebecca Honaker, MPH

Contact
Caitlin Northcutt, Caitlin.Pope@uky.edu

Funding
NIOSH

Presentations
Hines C, Honaker R, Bunn T. Identifying tools for 

retaining employees in recovery from sub-
stance misuse. International Symposium to 
Advance Total Worker Health, October 2025.

Publications and reports
Honaker R, Maloney P, Northcutt CA. (2025). Ken-

tucky occupational health indicators annual 
report. Kentucky Injury Prevention and Re-
search Center.

Honaker R. (2025). Logging and tree service in-
jury fatalities among Kentucky workers, 2023–
2024. Kentucky Injury Prevention and Research 
Center.

Honaker R, Fields M, Mirzaian M. (2026). Kentucky 
fatalities, inpatient hospitalizations, outpatient 
hospital visits, and worker’s compensation first 
reports of injury involving occupational-relat-
ed asthma, 2019–2023. Kentucky Injury Preven-
tion and Research Center.

https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-09/kentucky-ohi-report.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-09/kentucky-ohi-report.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-09/kentucky-ohi-report.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-06/logging-and-tree-service-injury-fatalities-among-kentucky-workers-2023-2024_acc.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-06/logging-and-tree-service-injury-fatalities-among-kentucky-workers-2023-2024_acc.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-06/logging-and-tree-service-injury-fatalities-among-kentucky-workers-2023-2024_acc.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-06/kentucky-occupational-related-asthma-2019-2023_acc.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-06/kentucky-occupational-related-asthma-2019-2023_acc.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-06/kentucky-occupational-related-asthma-2019-2023_acc.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-06/kentucky-occupational-related-asthma-2019-2023_acc.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-06/kentucky-occupational-related-asthma-2019-2023_acc.pdf
https://x.com/koshsnews?s=20
https://www.facebook.com/koshsnews
https://www.instagram.com/koshsnews?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=ZDNlZDc0MzIxNw==
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-05/hazard-alert-fatal-falls-in-construction.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-02/hazard-alert-tow-truck-drivers-struck-by-vehicles-2-002.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-02/rba02-working-in-winter-weather_rev.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-02/hazard-alert-worker-safety-during-flooding-12-1.pdf
https://stopconstructionfalls.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Kentucky-Hazard-Alert-Fatal-Falls-in-Construction.pdf
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The KOSHS team was interviewed twice on a Total 
Worker Health podcast by the Central Appalachian 
Regional Education and Research Center. Rebecca 
Honaker spoke about the KOSHS team’s surveillance 
of workplace suicide and workplace suicide prevention 
from a Total Worker Health perspective. She also dis-
cussed the Kentucky Small Business Toolkit for Hiring 
Employees in Recovery.

From July 1, 2025, through April 30, 2026, KOSHS 
staff mailed 583 notification letters, surveys, and ed-
ucational materials to adults with elevated blood lead 
levels; 81 cases were referred to the Kentucky Occupa-

tional Safety and Health Administration for follow-up 
due to blood lead levels greater than or equal to 20  
µg/dL. 

KOSHS-produced videos on semi-trailer safety con-
tinue to be featured by the Vertical Alliance Group 
and hosted on the KIPRC YouTube channel. The 
videos have been viewed more than 297,000 times. 
The four videos focus on injury prevention while 1) 
cranking trailer landing gear, 2) entering and exiting 
the trailer, 3) getting into and out of a truck cab, and 
4) opening and closing swing-type trailer doors.

https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2023-07/Kentucky%20Small%20Business%20Toolkit%20for%20Hiring%20Employees%20in%20Recovery.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2023-07/Kentucky%20Small%20Business%20Toolkit%20for%20Hiring%20Employees%20in%20Recovery.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/@kiprcnews
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OCCUPATIONAL MOTOR VEHICLE INJURY SURVEILLANCE 

The aim of the Occupational Motor Vehicle Injury 
Surveillance (OMVIS) program is to develop a sur-
veillance system to: 
n	 identify, collect, and describe current and poten-

tial comprehensive multisource surveillance data 
on all occupational motor vehicle injury crashes 
(fatal and nonfatal) in Kentucky;  

n	 perform quality control of OMVIS surveillance 
data through a system quality assessment of time-
liness, accuracy, completeness, uniformity, inte-
gration potential, and accessibility following the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
approach;

n	 conduct epidemiological analysis of OMVIS data 
to address occupational motor vehicle crashes and 
identify specific industry populations at risk; 

n	 inform intervention, prevention, and surveillance 
improvement activities; 

n	 stimulate future research; and
n	 prepare and disseminate occupational motor vehi-

cle injury research findings using NIOSH publica-
tions and communications, peer-reviewed publi-
cations, and presentations to trade associations. 

Accomplishments and service
During the reporting period, OMVIS accomplished 
the following goals: 	
n	 developed a process for linking health-related 

databases to be used to identify additional occu-
pational motor vehicle crashes to supplement the 
crash database;  

n	 finalized the development of the approach for 
identifying occupational motor vehicle crashes 
involving light and medium vehicles utilizing a 
vehicle identification number decoder;

n	 generated initial occupational health indicators for 
small and medium vehicles in Kentucky; 

n	 refined the OMVIS database for the 2019 to 2023 
period utilizing crash narrative text mining and 
linkage of crash database with health-related data-
bases; and

n	 developed preliminary data presentations of the 
crash locations throughout the state using GIS 
tools.

Key personnel
Nikiforos Stamatiadis, PhD, PE
Caitlin Northcutt, PhD
Reginald Souleyrette, PhD, PE
Tony Fields, MS
Terry Bunn, PhD 

Contact
Nikiforos Stamatiadis, nik.stamat@uky.edu

Funding
NIOSH



TRAUMA

KENTUCKY TRAUMA DATA BANK 

The Kentucky Trauma Registry was established by 
state law (Kentucky Revised Statute [KRS] 211.490 et 
seq.; 902 Kentucky Administrative Regulation 28:040) 
to be the statewide repository for trauma data. Now 
referred to as the Kentucky Trauma Data Bank, it is 
housed administratively in the KDPH and managed 
by KIPRC.

Trauma system leadership is provided by the state 
Trauma Advisory Committee, the membership of 
which is set out in the governing statute. All trauma 
centers designated by the Commissioner of the De-
partment for Public Health in the Kentucky Trauma 
Care System maintain trauma registries that are com-
patible with National Trauma Data Bank standards 
established in the National Trauma Data Standard 
Data Dictionary. 

The trauma centers upload trauma data electronically 
every quarter to the Kentucky Trauma Data Bank. 
With support from the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration through the Kentucky Trans-
portation Cabinet, KIPRC analyzes the statewide 
trauma registry data and provides a detailed profile 

Key personnel
Julia F. Costich, PhD, JD
Alaina Murphy, MPH

Contact
Julia Costich, julia.costich@uky.edu

Funding
National Highway Traffic Safety  

Administration through Kentucky Trans-
portation Cabinet

Presentations
Costich JF. Kentucky Trauma Data Bank 

Update. Kentucky Trauma Symposium, 
October 2025.

Publication and reports
Costich JF, Murphy A. (2025). Kentucky Trau-

ma Data Bank Report 2024. Kentucky Injury 
Prevention and Research Center.

https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-08/trauma-registry-annual-report-2025.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-08/trauma-registry-annual-report-2025.pdf
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of the traumatic injuries treated in the state’s trauma 
facilities.

Accomplishments and service
Kentucky trauma systems are classified according to 
the level of care they are equipped to provide, using 
standards established by the American College of 
Surgeons Committee on Trauma (ACS COT). As ACS 
COT does not have guidelines suitable for smaller 
rural facilities, those standards are set out in state law. 
Because participation in Kentucky’s trauma system is 
voluntary, the number of hospitals reporting to the 
trauma registry varies from year to year. 

In 2025, the Kentucky Trauma Data Bank changed 
data management vendors, so the books are not yet 

closed on the 2025 reporting year. Thanks to the 
generous support of the University of Louisville, many 
new facilities have initiated reporting: there may be as 
many as 40 reporting facilities in 2025, an increase of 
13 over 2024, and the total number of cases reported 
for 2025 are expected to exceed 17,000, more than 
1,000 over the previous year.

In addition to preparing and disseminating annual 
trauma data analyses, trauma registry staff participate 
in quality improvement initiatives addressing data in-
tegrity and timeliness as part of the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA) five-year as-
sessment of Kentucky-based NHTSA-funded projects.
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CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM INJURY SURVEILLANCE

The Central Nervous System Injury Surveillance 
project tracks cases of traumatic brain injury, spinal 
cord injury, nontraumatic brain injury, and stroke as 
defined by the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention and KRS 211.470. Cases are selected from the 
Kentucky Hospital Discharge Database and include 
emergency department visits as well as inpatient 
admissions. An annual report is generated using these 
data, with 2010 being the first year that included 
emergency department cases. 

Key personnel
Ashley Bush, DrPH, ashleybush@uky.edu

Funding
Traumatic Brain Injury Trust Fund Board,  

Kentucky Department of Aging and  
Independent Living

Publications and reports
Bush A. (2025). Central nervous system injury in 

Kentucky: Emergency department visits and 
hospitalizations, 2025. Kentucky Injury  
Prevention and Research Center.



DRUG OVERDOSE PREVENTION

RURAL CENTER OF EXCELLENCE ON  
RECOVERY HOUSING

The Rural Center of Excellence on Recovery Housing 
(RCOE-RH) focuses on increasing the quality and 
availability of and access to recovery housing in rural 
areas across more than 100 counties in Georgia, Idaho, 
Kentucky, Mississippi, Montana, Ohio, Oregon, Ten-
nessee, Washington, and West Virginia.

The goals of the RCOE-RH are to:
n	 develop a toolkit for employers and providers to 

increase access to training and employment for 
individuals in recovery in rural communities,

n	 engage employers to review and evaluate materials 
and resources supporting recovery-ready  
workplaces, and

n	 expand the peer recovery workforce in rural com-
munities through research and development of 
toolkits and training materials.

Accomplishments and service
During the reporting period, the RCOE-RH
n	 developed the Kentucky Small Business Toolkit for 

Retaining Employees in Recovery;

Key personnel
Terry Bunn, PhD 
Joseph Ellis, MS
Catherine Hines, BA
Mira Mirzaian, MPH

Contact
Terry Bunn, tlbunn2@uky.edu

Funding
Health Resource and Services Administration, 

Rural Communities Opioid Response Pro-
gram, awarded to The Fletcher Group, Inc., 
through which KIPRC has received a sub-
award

Other organizations or  
institutions represented
The Fletcher Group, Inc.

https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-07/retaining-workers-in-recovery_0.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-07/retaining-workers-in-recovery_0.pdf
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n	 created materials for a peer support specialist em-
ployment survey;

n	 designed a study for a validated tool designed 
for people in recovery to assess their readiness to 
search for a job;

n	 assisted in the development and refinement of 
a state-level recovery housing landscape report, 
incorporating stakeholder feedback to produce a 
policy-relevant deliverable with updated maps and 
analyses; 

n	 conducted psychometric validation of a four-item 
locus of control measure within a recovery hous-
ing dataset to support evaluation and research 
applications;

n	 conducted analysis of longitudinal survey data to 
evaluate outcomes over time of a jail fitness pro-
gram, including intake and pre-/post-workout 
measures;

n	 conducted survey analysis and led manuscript  
development examining recovery support services 
in recovery housing in 2023;

n provided data visualization and analysis support 
to inform site selection for a new recovery housing 
development using economic, demographic, and 
geographic indicators; and

n maintained a learning management system where 
the RCOE develops, stores, and delivers a con-
sistently increasing number of training and ed-
ucational content. During the reporting period, 
individuals completed 674 training courses.

Presentations
Hines C. Identifying tools for retaining employ-

ees in recovery from substance use disorder. 
Total Worker Health Symposium, October 
2025.

Hines C. Identifying tools for retaining employ-
ees in recovery from substance use disorder. 
Safe States Southeast and Southwest Re-
gional Meeting, February 2026.
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KENTUCKY ACCESS TO RECOVERY EVALUATION

Access to Recovery (ATR) is a linkage strategy sup-
ported by the U.S. Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration that was implemented 
in Kentucky in 2019 to link vulnerable populations in 
25 counties with opioid and/or stimulant substance 
use disorders (SUDs) to evidence-based recovery 
support services (RSSs) such as recovery housing, 
transportation, and employment and other communi-
ty services using a voucher system. Kentucky  
Access to Recovery (KATR) priority clients who 
receive RSSs are those recently released from incarcer-
ation, veterans, and those who are pregnant/postpar-
tum or parenting children under the age of 18.

Fahe, a 501(c)3 nonprofit that networks with more 
than 50 diverse community-based nonprofits serving 
the Appalachian states of Kentucky, Tennessee, Vir-
ginia, West Virginia, Maryland, and Alabama,  
administers the KATR Program in partnership with 
the Kentucky Opioid Response Effort.

The KATR Evaluation project is a rigorous process 
and outcome evaluation of KATR that works to  
accomplish the following aims:
n	 conduct a process evaluation of the KATR linkage 

strategy to determine whether the KATR strategy 
is acceptable and accessible to vulnerable popula-
tions with SUD who are linked to RSSs; identify 
barriers and facilitators to KATR implementation; 
and assess the extent to which the KATR strategy 
was implemented as designed;

n	 conduct an outcome and impact evaluation of the 
KATR linkage strategy; and

n	 evaluate the long-term effectiveness of implement-
ing vouchers as a linkage strategy in a population 
requiring RSSs when no other funding sources 
are available. A within-subjects study design will 
be used to test the effectiveness of the KATR last 
resort voucher linkage approach to reduce the risk 
of nonfatal and fatal overdoses by 
o  	 increasing an individual’s recovery capital; 
o  	 reducing resumption of illicit substance use; 

and 

Key personnel
Terry Bunn, PhD 
Kelsey Carter, MA 
Amber Kizewski, MA 
Taylor Smith, MS
Candace Brancato, MS
Heather Bush, PhD 

Contact
Terry Bunn, tlbunn2@email.uky.edu

Funding
Competitive R01 funding from the National Cen-

ter for Injury Prevention and Control, CDC

Presentations
Bunn TL, Kizewski A, Thompson R, & Carter K. 

Assessing change in recovery capital and 
resumption of substance use among persons 
in an Access to Recovery program [poster 
presentation]. American Public Health Associ-
ation, November 2025. 

Bunn TL, Brancato C, Thompson R, Kizewski A, 
Carter K, Fletcher E, Ashworth M, & Smith T. 
Role of selected recovery support services in 
evaluation of the Kentucky Access to Recov-
ery program [poster presentation]. Society for 
Advancement of Violence and Injury Research, 
April 2026. 

Bunn TL, Kizewski A, Thompson R, Ashworth M, 
Brancato C, Carter K, & Fletcher E. In the MOUD 
to learn about behavioral health surveillance—
Recovery capital outcomes associated with 
an Access to Recovery program. CSTE, May 
2026. 
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o	 promoting relinking to RSSs if illicit substance 
use is resumed. 

Accomplishments and service
Recruitment of KATR clients began in July 2023 
and was completed for the quantitative portion of 
the KATR project in February 2025; 458 total KATR 
clients were recruited from three service areas. Clients 
were studied longitudinally and asked to complete 
surveys at intake, six months, nine months, and 12 
months, approximately. At the conclusion of data 
collection, 171 clients (37%) were deemed eligible for 
final analysis. This included 141 clients who complet-
ed all four surveys, four clients who completed intake, 
nine-month, and 12-month surveys, and 26 clients 
who completed intake, six-month, and 12-month 
surveys. 

Quantitative survey questions were asked about 
recovery capital, substance use history, recovery 
support and history, overdose history, medications/
treatment prescribed for substance use, correctional 
history, health history, life domain assessment, mental 
health history, and sexual health history. Upon com-
pletion of data collection, data refinement and clean-
ing procedures began with KATR coordinators. Data 
cleaning has been completed.  

In addition to the quantitative aims of the study, 
semi-structured qualitative interviews were completed 
with four distinct groups to assess the process evalu-
ation. Qualitative interviews with the four observed 
groups have been completed and coded to identify 
themes present. This includes KATR clients (n=22), 
KATR coordinators (n=9) and leadership (n=3), 
KATR referral agencies (n=11), and KATR vendors 
(n=10). 

Two student researchers completed human subject 
protection training and received UK IRB approval. 
These students assisted with qualitative interviews and 
coding.

A no cost extension was received to continue working 
on presentations and publications. Funding for this 
project will conclude on September 29, 2026. 

Presentations, continued
Bunn TL, Brancato C, Thompson R, Kizewski A, Car-

ter K, Fletcher E, Ashworth M, & Smith T. Recovery 
capital outcomes associated with an Access 
to Recovery program [poster presentation]. 
College on Problems of Drug Dependence, June 
2026. 

Bunn TL, Brancato C, Thompson R, Kizewski A, Car-
ter K, Fletcher E, Ashworth M, & Smith T. Recovery 
capital outcomes associated with an Access to 
Recovery program [poster presentation]. Soci-
ety for Epidemiologic Research, June 2026.

Kizewski A, Thompson R, Bunn TL, Fletcher E, & Car-
ter K. Kentucky’s Access to Recovery Program: 
Understanding shared and unique barriers 
and facilitators to providing access to recovery 
support services for persons in early recovery 
[poster presentation]. American Public Health 
Association, November 2025. 

Kizewski A, Thompson R, Carter K, Bunn TL, Brancato 
C, & Fletcher E. Mixed-methods process evalua-
tion assessing uptake, barriers, and facilitators of 
a Kentucky-based voucher program for sub-
stance use disorder recovery [poster presenta-
tion]. Substance Use Research Event, March 2026.  

Bunn TL, Brancato C, Thompson R, Kizewski A, Car-
ter K, Fletcher E, Ashworth M, & Smith T. Recovery 
capital outcomes associated with an Access to 
Recovery program [poster presentation]. Soci-
ety for Epidemiologic Research, June 2026.

Publications 
Kizewski A, et al. Mixed-methods process evalua-

tion assessing uptake, barriers, and facilitators 
of a Kentucky-based voucher program for sub-
stance use disorder recovery. (In preparation)

Ashworth M, et al., Economic impact of the Ken-
tucky Access to Recovery voucher  
program. (In preparation)

Bunn TL, Kizewski A, Thompson R, Ashworth M, 
Brancato C, Carter K, Fletcher E. (2026). Recov-
ery capital outcomes associated with an Ac-
cess to Recovery Program. Subst Use and Addic 
Treat, Vol 189. https://www.sciencedirect.com/
science/article/pii/S2949875926001335

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2949875926001335
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2949875926001335


KIPRC 2025 Annual Report	 24

STIMULINK

STIMuLINK’s goal was to identify risk/protective fac-
tors for stimulant-involved deaths that are actionable, 
for the development or adaptation of current preven-
tion and intervention efforts, by linking  
records from fatal stimulant-involved overdoses 
found in Kentucky’s drug overdose fatality surveil-
lance system to electronic medical records from the 
state’s largest primary and safety net health care sys-
tem, UK HealthCare, for the period 2017–2024. 

In parallel with these aims, STIMuLINK tested the 
use of existing biomedical natural language process-
ing tools to extract additional factors from the “literal 
text” notes found in medical records. STIMuLINK’s 
multidisciplinary team included epidemiologists, 
computer scientists, lawyers, statisticians, and be-
havioral scientists with experience working directly 
with communities affected by the current polydrug 
overdose epidemic. The project supported multiple 
graduate students, including three Master’s projects 
and a professional student-led research presentation 
at the 2025 UK Center for Clinical and Translational 
Science Spring Conference from the Department of 
Physician Assistant Studies. 

Key personnel
Chris Delcher, PhD (affiliate, College of Pharmacy)
Dana Quesinberry, DrPH, JD

Contact
Chris Delcher, chris.delcher@uky.edu
Dana Quesinberry, dana.quesinberry@uky.edu

Funding
Competitive R01 funding from the CDC

Presentations
Delcher C, Smith AL, Harris DR. STIMuLINK: Linking 

death certificates and electronic health records 
to examine stimulant-involved overdoses, 2016–
2023. CCTS Spring Conference, March 2026.

Delcher C. Medical “touchpoints” for preventing 
methamphetamine-involved fatal overdos-
es using death certificates linked to electron-
ic medical records in Kentucky. University of 
Kentucky Substance Use Research Event, March 
2026.

Publications and reports
Harris DR, Clements BP, Anthony N, Bhullar M, 

Quesinberry D, Delcher C. (2026). Addressing 
diagnostic code variability in intimate partner 
violence surveillance through natural language 
processing: Evidence from substance use 
disorder populations. Drug and Alcohol Depen-
dence. Article 113166. doi.org/10.1016/j.drugalc-
dep.2026.113166

Nahian MSA, Delcher C, Harris D, Akpunonu P, 
Kavuluru R. (2025). Large language models for 
drug overdose prediction from longitudinal 
medical records. arXiv preprint. arXiv:2504.11792

Harris DR, Anthony N, Keyes KA, Delcher C. (2025). 
Mapping the overdose crisis: 6 locations us-
ing open medical examiner data. JAMIA Open. 
8(5):ooaf140. doi:10.1093/jamiaopen/ooaf140

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S037687162600147X?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S037687162600147X?via%3Dihub
https://arxiv.org/abs/2504.11792
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41180888/
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OVERDOSE DATA TO ACTION

Overdose Data to Action 2.0 (OD2A-KY) 
continues drug overdose surveillance and 
prevention efforts through community-based 
overdose prevention; training of clinicians, 
EMS workers, and law enforcement personnel 
on opioid use and stimulant use disorder; and 
linkage to care. 

The surveillance arm of OD2A-KY focuses on
n	 conducting ongoing statewide surveillance 

of fatal and nonfatal drug overdoses using 
multiple administrative and rapid surveil-
lance data sources;

n	 monitoring and reporting on drug over-
dose anomalies through the Kentucky 
Drug Overdose Alert System;

n	 conducting limited biosurveillance of 
drugs involved in nonfatal drug overdoses;

n	 linking multiple data sources with each 
other and with criminal justice data and 
health data; and

n	 disseminating surveillance findings to state 
and local stakeholders through presenta-
tions, reports, data briefs, and ad hoc data 
requests.

The prevention arm of OD2A-KY focuses on 
n	 training on pain management and screen-

ing, diagnosis, and linkage to care and 
retention in care for opioid use disorder;

n	 onboarding electronic health record pro-
viders and pharmacy management vendors 
to expand integration with Kentucky All 
Schedule Prescription Electronic Report-
ing (KASPER) and providing proactive 
alerts to integrated KASPER prescribers to 
inform clinical decision-making;

n	 developing and implementating public 
safety trainings and disseminating alerts 
through Kentucky Substance Use Research 
and Enforcement (K-SURE) briefs;

n	 collaborating with community organiza-
tions and agencies, training care naviga-
tors, and disseminating overdose preven-
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National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, CDC
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Baum R, Martin J, Quesinberry D. Biosurveillance offers 

evidence of drug involvement differences between 
fatal and nonfatal drug overdoses. American Public 
Health Association Annual Meeting and Expo,  
November 2025. 

Baum R. Emerging drugs and their impact on the opi-
oid crisis. KY SOS Webinar Series, February 2026. 

—Continued on following page
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tion resources; and
n	 supporting care navigators in community outreach 

programs, linking to substance use disorder treat-
ment services and recovery housing through Find-
HelpNowKY.org, and developing and implementing 
training modules on maintaining recovery.

Accomplishments and service
The Kentucky Perinatal Quality Collaborative (Ky-
PQC) and OD2A-KY staff continue to expand the 
statewide SUD initiative focused on implementing 
universal validated SUD screening on labor and 
delivery units. By July 2026, Kentucky is projected to 
achieve a 100% increase in participating labor and 
delivery units utilizing validated SUD screening tools 
(from 14 to 28 units), while strengthening partner-
ships to support naloxone access and discharge plan-
ning for women who have screened positive for SUD.

The SUD initiative improved access to evidence-based 
medications for opioid use disorder (MOUD) for 
pregnant and postpartum women by supporting par-
ticipating KyPQC birthing hospitals in implementing 
standardized clinical protocols, provider education, 
and evidence-based dosing practices. As a result, hos-
pital teams reported increased confidence in initiating 
and managing MOUD during pregnancy and post-
partum, including the use of split dosing of buprenor-
phine and pregnancy-adjusted methadone manage-
ment supported by administrative regulation 201 
KAR 9:270 Section 2(2)(a). Collectively, these efforts 
strengthened interdisciplinary collaboration, reduced 
barriers to treatment, and advanced patient-centered 
perinatal care across Kentucky.    

KIPRC partners with KASPER to expand integrations 
with electronic health record (EHR) and pharmacy 
management vendors to enhance prescription drug 
monitoring program data access, onboarding three 
additional EHR vendors during the reporting period. 
Engagement with states for interstate data sharing was 
increased, nearly doubling participation to 47 states 
and territories, and a large Tennessee-based hospi-
tal system for interstate data sharing was approved, 
adding approximately 2,200 users. Webinars and 
onboarding materials were updated, resulting in 30 
organizations going live (including two large hospi-
tals) for a total of 1,834 users.

In Louisville, identification of overdose hotspots and 
increasing fentanyl involvement led to expanded 
outreach through a partnership with the Goodwill 
Opportunity Center, resulting in hundreds of refer-

Presentations, continued
Bunn T. No sledgehammer or bulldozer: Useful 

tools for recovery house owners. National 
Alliance of Recovery Residences’ Learning 
Community, November 2025.

Bunn T, Dick L, Hines C, Kirby A, Mirzaian M. 
Availability and capacity of SUD treatment, 
mental health facilities, and recovery resi-
dences in Kentucky. University of Kentucky 
Substance Use Research Event, March 2026.

Bunn T, Dick L, Hines C, Kirby A, Mirzaian M. 
Availability and capacity of SUD treatment, 
mental health facilities, and recovery res-
idences in Kentucky. Society for Advance-
ment of Violence and Injury Research Annual 
Conference, April 2026.

Bunn T, Dick L, Hines C, Kirby A, Mirzaian M. 
Availability and capacity of SUD treatment, 
mental health facilities, and recovery resi-
dences in Kentucky. University of Kentucky 
Public Health Showcase, April 2026.

Clouse M. The KyPQC and implementation 
of the Alliance for Innovation on Maternal 
Health “Care for Pregnant and Postpartum 
People with SUD” Patient Safety Bundle. 
Overdose Prevention Summit, June 2025. 

Dick L. Utilizing FindHelpNow.org to locate link-
age to care options: Finding SUD treatment, 
mental health treatment, recovery housing, 
and naloxone options in Kentucky. Recovery 
Summit, November 2025.

Farrey A. “Addressing Visit Duplication in Ken-
tucky OD2A-S Data.” August OD2A-S Quar-
terly Call. August 2026. 

Handshoe C, Hicks J. Utilizing navigators for 
linkages to harm reduction, substance use 
disorder treatment, and recovery support 
services in Kentucky. National Association 
for Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Counselors 
Annual Conference, October 2025.
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rals to services, distribution of nearly 2,000 naloxone 
doses, and multiple linkages to substance use disorder 
treatment. In Jessamine County, EMS overdose run 
data reinforced the importance of rapid post overdose 
engagement, strengthening the naloxone leave- 
behind and 48-hour follow up program. These efforts 
led to increased referrals, treatment linkages, and 
distribution of naloxone leave behind kits, improving 
overdose response, access to care, and continuity of 
services.

The 2025 Kentucky Overdose Prevention Summit, 
held in Lexington, convened more than 400 overdose 
prevention, public health, treatment, recovery, and 
peer support professionals from across the state. Par-
ticipants engaged in expert-led sessions addressing 
emerging drug supply risks, stimulant-related harms, 
perinatal substance use, peer support integration, 
and the role of lived experience in shaping respon-
sive, person-centered services. Evaluation findings 
revealed increased participant knowledge, confidence, 
and sense of connection; strengthened cross-sector 
collaboration among local health departments, first 
responders, clinicians, educators, and community 
organizations; and enhanced competency in evi-
dence-based overdose prevention strategies. 

FindHelpNow.org has approximately 369 SUD treat-
ment facilities that update their available treatment 
slots on a regular basis. There were 13,797 total site 
views and 30,500 search events from July 1, 2025, 
through May 15, 2026. FindRecoveryHousingNowKY.
org now includes 329 recovery houses. Between July 
2025 and April 2026, 816 stakeholders have been 
trained on the use of the FindHelpNow web platform 
to locate available SUD and mental health treatment 
and recovery housing.

KIPRC continues to partner with the Kentucky River 
District Health Department to support five full-time 
recovery navigators at The Hub. The Hub provides 
holistic, person-centered care by centralizing a broad 
range of services that address substance use, hunger, 
homelessness, mental health, employment, housing, 
and others. The Hub expanded this model throughout 
its seven-county district. Brick-and-mortar Hub loca-
tions are now open in Lee, Owsley, Letcher, and Knott 
counties, and the Hub on Wheels mobile unit, which 
launched in August of 2025, operates in all counties in 
the district.

Publications and reports
Farrey A. (2025). Kentucky Drug Overdose Alert 

System ESSENCE Drug Overdose Alert: Ken-
tucky Department for Public Health Pre-
paredness Region 13 and 14. Kentucky Injury 
Prevention and Research Center.

 Kentucky Injury Prevention and Research Cen-
ter. (2026). The Kentucky Drug Overdose Alert 
System.  

K-SURE Brief 37: Six major overdose-related 
substances and general overdose-related 
events in Kentucky, January 1, 2017–Septem-
ber 30, 2024. Kentucky Injury Prevention and 
Research Center.

K-SURE Brief 38: Six major overdose-related 
substances and general overdose-related 
events in Kentucky, January 1, 2017-Decem-
ber 31, 2024. Kentucky Injury Prevention and 
Research Center.

K-SURE Brief 39: Six major overdose-related 
substances and general overdose-related 
events in Kentucky, January 1, 2017–March 31, 
2025. Kentucky Injury Prevention and  
Research Center.

Mirzaian, M, Steel M. (2026). Kentucky resident 
drug overdose and related comorbidity 
county profiles. Last updated February 2026. 
Kentucky Injury Prevention and Reseach 
Center.

Mirzaian, M, Steel M. (2026). Kentucky Resident 
Drug Overdose Quarterly Dashboard. Last 
updated September 2025. Kentucky Injury 
Prevention and Reseach Center.

Steel M, Mirzaian M, Daniels L. (2026). Kentucky 
resident emergency department visits for 
nonfatal drug overdoses, 2020–2024: Annual 
report. Kentucky Injury Prevention and Re-
seach Center.

Steel, M., Mirzaian, M., Daniels, L. (2026). Ken-
tucky resident drug overdose deaths, 2020–
2024: Annual report. Kentucky Injury Preven-
tion and Reseach Center.

KIPRC partnered with Voices of Hope, a recovery 
community organization providing recovery support 
services for substance use disorder, to develop Help 
the Helper trainings: Self-Care, Boundaries, and  

https://kiprc.uky.edu/education/kentucky-drug-overdose-alert-system
https://kiprc.uky.edu/education/kentucky-drug-overdose-alert-system
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-08/k-sure-brief-37_approved8.12.25.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-08/k-sure-brief-37_approved8.12.25.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-08/k-sure-brief-37_approved8.12.25.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-08/k-sure-brief-37_approved8.12.25.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-08/k-sure-brief-38-final_august_2025.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-08/k-sure-brief-38-final_august_2025.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-08/k-sure-brief-38-final_august_2025.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-08/k-sure-brief-38-final_august_2025.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-11/k-sure-brief-39_final_nov2025.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-11/k-sure-brief-39_final_nov2025.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-11/k-sure-brief-39_final_nov2025.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-11/k-sure-brief-39_final_nov2025.pdf
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https://kiprc.uky.edu/news/drug-overdose-and-related-comorbidity-county-profiles-dashboard-updated
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2021-10/QuarterlyDashboard_OCT21_AR.html
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https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-02/od2a_annualoverdose_edvisits_2024_2020.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-02/od2a_annualoverdose_edvisits_2024_2020.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-02/od2a_annualoverdose_edvisits_2024_2020.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-02/od2a_annualoverdose_edvisits_2024_2020.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-01/od2a_annualoverdose_deaths_2024_2020.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-01/od2a_annualoverdose_deaths_2024_2020.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-01/od2a_annualoverdose_deaths_2024_2020.pdf
http://FindHelpNow.org
http://FindRecoveryHousingNowKY.org
http://FindRecoveryHousingNowKY.org
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Empowerment for Peer Support Specialists to train 
navigators on skills to maintain professional bound-
aries and prioritize self-care; Trauma-Informed 
Approaches for Peer Support Specialists; and Finan-
cial Literacy for Peer Support Specialists. Since July 
2025, more than 300 participants have completed 
these OD2A-funded trainings. The training materials, 
which include facilitator guides, worksheets, one-pag-
ers, and other supplementary materials, are available 
for free download on KIPRC’s website. 

The Kentucky Drug Overdose Alert System (KDOAS) 
continued to support near-real-time overdose surveil-
lance and response across Kentucky. During the  
reporting period, KDOAS detected five overdose 
spikes and notified state and local partners of anom-
alous overdose activity to support timely response 
planning. ODMAP emergency medical services data 
continued to serve as a key source for spike detection, 
while Biospatial and ESSENCE syndromic surveil-
lance data were used to validate and contextualize 
suspected overdose increases. Alert dissemination 
was associated with increased traffic to FindHelp-
NowKY.org, indicating that notifications helped direct 
partners and community members to treatment and 
overdose prevention services. 

Beyond alert detection and dissemination, Kentucky 
continued to strengthen the data systems and analytic 
workflows supporting nonfatal overdose surveillance. 
Key activities included data quality and quality 
assurance improvements to ESSENCE data process-

ing, enhancements to EMS data ingestion workflows, 
and refactoring KDOAS into a formal R project struc-
ture to improve reproducibility, maintainability, log-
ging, and sustainability. Weekly overdose surveillance 
reports were disseminated throughout the reporting 
period.

In April 2026, the drug overdose mortality surveil-
lance report produced annually for the Kentucky 
Office of Drug Control Policy was cited by Gover-
nor Andy Beshear at a press briefing to highlight the 
fourth consecutive year of decline in drug overdose 
deaths in Kentucky and a 22.9% reduction from the 
previous year. The report also noted a 25.4% reduction 
in fatal drug overdose deaths among Black Kentucki-
ans since 2024.

Participation as vendors at the 2026 Kentucky Coro-
ner’s Conference generated strong statewide engage-
ment and measurable outcomes. The team connected 
with 63 counties through more than 177 interactions 
with county and deputy coroners, resulting in three 
new counties adopting the Coroner Import Portal, 31 
updated coroner contact records, and the collection 
of coroner investigation reports (CIRs) through both 
in-person engagement and a post-conference email 
outreach. In total, 161 CIRs were received, including 
107 for calendar year 2025 and 54 for calendar year 
2026 to date, significantly strengthening reporting and 
data completeness efforts. Additionally, two counties 
provided direct access to their coroner database man-
agement systems.

https://kiprc.uky.edu/education
https://findhelpnow.org/ky
https://findhelpnow.org/ky
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OPIOID DATA LAB

Opioid Data Lab: Understanding Overdose through 
Scientific Innovation focuses on developing a method-
ology for classifying drug poisoning deaths (i.e., drug 
overdose deaths) as single- versus polydrug poisoning 
deaths and developing analytical tools that can be used 
by surveillance epidemiologists and researchers.  

In 2016, the CDC’s National Center for Health Statistics 
(NCHS), in collaboration with the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration, developed a methodology for analy-
sis of literal text on U.S. electronic death certificates to 
identify specific drugs mentioned with involvement 
(DMI). The DMI methodology uses a drug search term 
list (including drug names, metabolites, and misspell-
ings cross-walked to generic drug names) and contextu-
al phrases to capture specific drugs identified by medical 
examiners/coroners as contributing to drug poisoning 
deaths and listed on the death certificate. To date, the 
use of the DMI methodology has been limited to a few 
NCHS publications tracking changes in drugs most 
frequently involved in U.S. drug overdose deaths. The 
Opioid Data Lab is built on existing DMI methodology 
to develop a polydrug poisoning death classification 
framework and an analytical toolbox (including pro-
gramming code, guide, and test dataset) to facilitate 
drug-involved reporting and research.
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STARTING DOSES OF BUPRENORPHINE TO REDUCE NONFATAL OVERDOSES  
AND PREVENT MORTALITY

Starting Doses of Buprenorphine to Reduce Nonfatal 
Overdoses and Prevent Mortality is a collaboration 
between investigators at the University of Kentucky and 
the University of North Carolina that received funding 
from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration Centers of 
Excellence in Regulatory Science and Innovation pro-
gram.

Buprenorphine is an effective medication for managing 
opioid use disorder; however, previous work by the  
research team suggested that, in current clinical prac-
tice, buprenorphine doses may be inadequately low. 
Therefore, the research team will use advanced methods 
to determine what doses best prevent overdose and 
mortality. In this project, health care records from Ken-
tucky will be linked with dispensing and death certifi-
cates to create a specially designed database that allows 
the researchers to answer questions of cause and effect. 
Because many factors can influence dose and overdose 
risk, the study will use advanced statistical methods to 
measure and account for differences between individual 
patients.

Accomplishments and service
Program staff are currently working to develop a bu-
prenorphine exposure definition using different data 
sources and analyzing trends in buprenorphine ini-
tiation, evaluating doses on the first and subsequent 
prescriptions, and tracking dose trajectories within the 
initial 45-day exposure period. Existing literature is also 
being comprehensively evaluated to identify key con-
founding variables and risk factors for inclusion in the 
analyses.

Key personnel
University of Kentucky:

Daniela C. Moga, MD, PhD, FISPE (UK PI)
Svetla Slavova, PhD
Reuben Adatorwovor, PhD
Michelle Lofwall, MD, DFAPA, DFASAM
Patricia Freeman, RPh, PhD, FAPhA, FNAP
Feitong Lei, PhD
Amber Kizewski, MA

University of North Carolina:
	 Nabarun Dasgupta, MPH, PhD (CERSI Investi-

gator, PI)

Contact
Daniela C. Moga, daniela.moga@uky.edu

Funding
U.S. Food and Drug Administration Centers of 

Excellence in Regulatory Science and Inno-
vation Collaborative Research

Presentations
Cavender J. Variability of Real-World Utilzation 

in Buprenorphine Dosing [poster], University 
of California, San Francisco Stanford Cen-
ter of Excellence in Regulatory Science and 
Innovation Summit, January 2026.                                                                                                                                         
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INTENTIONAL INJURY

CENTER FOR RESEARCH ON  
VIOLENCE PREVENTION  

UK’s Center for Research on Violence Prevention, 
formerly the Center for Research on Violence Against 
Women, is focused on research to prevent or reduce 
the frequency and impact of interpersonal violence. 

Accomplishments and service
CRVP received funding to design, implement, and eval-
uate a Kentucky-based intervention in middle schools 
to reduce child sex trafficking (CST). This randomized 
control trial was funded by the CDC to faculty within 
CRVP (Dr. Ann Coker) and the UK Center on Trauma 
and Children (Dr. Ginny Sprang). The research team 
developed both the intervention and attention-control 
trainings, delivered the CSTOP Now! trainings to con-
senting middle school staff, and are finalizing the evalu-
ation of the training for efficacy to reduce CST. CSTOP 
Now! training leverages the power of middle school 
staff to see, stop, and prevent CST across Kentucky. The 
trainings were designed to be highly engaging, with 
videos and reflections to highlight the impact of CST 
and strategies to address signs that CST may be occur-
ring. Beyond this online training, the research team 
developed a comprehensive screener for trained school 
staff to use in evaluating potential CST risk behaviors in 

Key personnel
Ann Coker, PhD, Verizon Wireless Endowed Chair 

on Studies on Violence Against Women

Contact
Ann Coker, ann.coker@uky.edu

Funding
Health Resources and Services Administration 
CDC
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health 
National Center for Advancing Translational 

Sciences
National Institutes of Health Research Centers in  

Minority Institutions Program
National Institute of Drug Abuse

Publications and reports
Coker AL. (2025). Violence prevention is essen-

tial work for our future as researchers and 
citizens. Journal of Family Violence. 40, 1269–
1275. doi.org/10.1007/s10896-025-00895-0. 

—continued on following page

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10896-025-00895-0
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children or families and conducted a “See It To Stop It” 
campaign to raise awareness of CST and drive traffic to 
the website www.CSTOPNOW.com. Program staff are 
currently analyzing data to estimate the effectiveness of 
a randomized controlled trial to reduce CST risk. 

With funds from the Office of Women’s Health in the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and 
the Health Resources and Services Administration 
(HRSA), CRVP has developed and is now testing 
training for future healthcare and helping profes-
sionals at UK to recognize risk factors for maternal 
injuries and death due to violence. This training 
“VIP Corps” seeks to prepare students in helping 
professionals to recognize the “Big 3” risk factors for 
pregnancy-associated deaths and injuries—intimate 
partner violence, substance use, and anxiety or de-
pression—and to act to reduce these risks. Analyses 
are ongoing, with an anticipated completion date of 
December 2026. 

With funding from the Health Resources and Services 
Administration, CRVP faculty have developed an 
interactive online training now available thru CE-
Central to recognize the Big 3 primary risk factors for 
pregnancy-associated deaths and injuries and to act 
to reduce these risks. The Big 3 training is free and 
available for CEU credits. The CRVP research team is 
currently enrolling helping and healthcare profession-
als to receive training.

Publications and reports, continued
Mennicke A, Brienzo MJ, Cacace S, Sprang G, 

Clear ER, Coker AL, Brancato CJ, Ray CM, 
Tsukerman K, Thorne E. (2025). CSTOP Now!: 
Psychometric evaluation of child sex traf-
ficking prevention measure for use with 
educators. Journal of Human Trafficking, 1, 15. 
doi.org/10.1080/23322705.2025.2525752.  

Sprang G, Mennicke A, Clear ER, Brienzo MJ, 
Roark AL, Willard J, Tsukerman K, Thorne E, 
Ray CM, Brancato CJ, Duncan MS, Coker AL. 
(2026). Randomized control trial protocol to 
evaluate an engaged-bystander approach 
to prevent child sex trafficking. Journal of 
Child Sexual Abuse. www.tandfonline.com/
doi/full/10.1080/10538712.2026.2627226

Sprang G, Mennicke A, Ray CM, Clear ER, Coker 
AL. (2026). A multi-site consortium on sex 
trafficking prevention: A brief report on les-
sons learned and future directions. Journal 
of Family Violence. doi.org/10.1007/s10896-
026-01084-3

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/23322705.2025.2525752
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-026-01084-3
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-026-01084-3
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-026-01084-3
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-026-01084-3
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-026-01084-3
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-026-01084-3
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-026-01084-3
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-026-01084-3
http://www.CSTOPNOW.com
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COSTS OF MATERNAL VIOLENCE, SUBSTANCE USE, AND MENTAL HEALTH

The Costs of Maternal Violence, Substance Use, and 
Mental Health study, funded by the Kentucky Cabinet 
for Health and Family Services (CHFS) through the 
State University Partnership program, is tackling a crit-
ical area in maternal health. This research builds upon 
existing efforts to identify and support mothers at risk 
of the Big 3 leading causes of maternal mortality.  

The project’s primary focus is on understanding the 
healthcare utilization and the costs of care for mothers 
insured by Medicaid. Specifically, this project aims to: 
n	 Define risk areas: Use ICD-10 codes to pinpoint 

diagnoses related to the Big 3 within existing 
claims data, allowing the researchers to identify 
at-risk mothers; 

n	 Build a comprehensive dataset: Create a robust 
dataset of all Medicaid-insured mothers between 
2016 and 2022; 

n	 Identify at-risk mothers: From this dataset, pro-
gram staff will identify mothers who meet the 
criteria for one or more of the Big 3 conditions; 

n	 Analyze healthcare patterns: Delve into claims 
data to map patterns of healthcare utilization and 
associated costs for all mothers within the dataset, 
covering the period prior to delivery through one 
year postpartum; 

n	 Compare groups: Make comparisons in costs 
and utilization patterns among different groups 
of mothers, based on their diagnosis and other 
demographic factors; and 

n	 Share insights: Disseminate the findings directly to 
CHFS and other key stakeholders to inform policy 
and practice. 

Accomplishments and service
Since receiving approval to begin work in December 
2024, progress has been made in the following areas: 
n	 Data acquisition and formatting: The data from 

CHFS has been received and the necessary  
formatting to allow for initial analysis has been  
completed; 

n	 Initial demographic calculations: Preliminary 
demographic analyses are complete, providing a 
clear picture of the number of cases; 

n	 ICD-10 code list development: A preliminary list 
of ICD-10 codes has been identified, forming the 
basis for defining the Big 3 conditions in the  
dataset;

n	 Analysis: Claims patterns are being analyzed to 
determine healthcare utilization and related costs 
for mothers who are diagnosed with a Big 3 ICD-
10 code and those without. 

Key personnel
Joshua Bush, PhD, CPA
Krassimir Slavov, MS
Ann Coker, PhD
Ayse Guler-Das, PhD

Contact
Joshua Bush, josh.bush@uky.edu

Funding
Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services
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KENTUCKY VIOLENT DEATH REPORTING SYSTEM

To better understand why violent deaths occur and to 
reduce the number of these deaths, the CDC devel-
oped the National Violent Death Reporting System 
(NVDRS), a nationwide state-based surveillance 
system designed to track trends and characteristics of 
violent death. The Kentucky Violent Death Reporting 
System (KYVDRS) collects information about violent 
deaths from death certificates, coroner/medical exam-
iner reports, police reports, and toxicology reports. All 
personal identifying information is removed before 
data are uploaded to the national system. Together, 
this information provides a more comprehensive 
picture of violent death. By integrating multiple data 
sources to form a violent death surveillance system, 
formerly disparate pieces of information can be 
compiled and analyzed to track trends, clusters, and 
patterns and identify vulnerable populations.

Accomplishments and service
To address the significant increase in suicide rates 
among active and former members of the US military 
and sexual trauma against female military members, 
the KYVDRS conducted a pilot study to examine a 
novel, trauma-informed storytelling intervention. 
Participants engaged in a multi-week storytelling and 
performance workshop. The program emphasized 
self-expression, community connection, and empow-
erment, aiming to improve self-esteem, communica-
tion, and coping. 

The study was a mixed-methods feasibility pilot with 
four female veterans. Validated surveys were com-
bined (depression [PHQ-9]; social support; well-being 
[PHI]; self-efficacy [GSE]; and affect [PANAS]) and 
administered during and after the intervention, along-
side qualitative observations.

During the workshop, participants showed higher 
levels of positive behavioral responses. Observational-
ly, participants demonstrated improved clarity, emo-
tional regulation, and sense of connection during the 
program. After the intervention, positive responses 
decreased (~32%), while negative responses increased 
(~54%). The post-intervention decline is attributed 

Key personnel
Sabrina Brown, DrPH 
Red Markert 
Jacqueline Seals, DrPH 
Meghan Steel, MPH 
Leigh Marguerite 
Bailee Dowler

Contact
Red Markert, ekma236@uky.edu
Sabrina Brown, sabrina.brown@uky.edu

Funding
CDC
American Public Health Association

Presentations
Brown SV. Keynote speaker and panelist, Voices 

and Vision: Suicide Awareness and Prevention, 
September 2025.

Brown SV. Keynote speaker and panelist, Kentucky 
Rural Behavioral Health Symposium, November 
2025.

Brown SV. Keynote speaker and panelist, Epidemi-
ology & Risk Factors in Veteran and Rural Sui-
cide. Suicide Prevention and Awareness Sympo-
sium, November 2025.

Publications and reports
Brown SV. (2025). Suicide and overdose death 

review efforts within Kentucky. Kentucky Injury 
Prevention and Research Center. 

Norrod PE, Marfell J, Walmsley LA, and Brown S. 
(2025). Circumstantial factors among Kentucky 
nurse suicide decedents, 2005 to 2019. Work-
place Health & Safety, 73(4), 193-202. 

Brown SV, Brown SWR, Gottesman D, Harris A. (2026). 
Finding your voice: A novel intervention for female 
veterans at risk for self-directed violence. Interna-
tional Journal of Psychiatry Research, 9(1): 1-9.

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/21650799241289139
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/21650799241289139
https://www.scivisionpub.com/previous-display.php?journal=svijpr&&v=9&&i=1&&y=2026&&m=February
https://www.scivisionpub.com/previous-display.php?journal=svijpr&&v=9&&i=1&&y=2026&&m=February
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to loss of group support and return to prior environ-
ments. Storytelling-based interventions can reduce 
loneliness and social isolation, increase sense of 
belonging and self-expression, and help participants 
process trauma and reframe experiences. The group 
dynamic and community engagement are central to 
benefits. Female veterans may require tailored, gen-
der-specific approaches to address distinct trauma 
pathways.

Results of this study will be presented at the upcoming 
NVDRS reverse site visit.

Given the importance of using data science to improve 
the public health approach to injury prevention, the 
KYVDRS was awarded a Data Science Demonstration 
Project grant through the American Public Health 
Association and the CDC. The KYVDRS continues to 
participate in the data science collaborative with four 
other cohorts and attends annual meetings to develop 
manuscripts.  
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KENTUCKY ADVANCING VIOLENCE EPIDEMIOLOGY IN REAL TIME

Kentucky Advancing Violence Epidemiology 
in Real Time (KY-AVERT) is a surveillance 
system with the goal of increasing the timeli-
ness and availability of morbidity data for 
n	 all firearm injuries regardless of intent; 
n	 violence-related injuries (including fire-

arm, sexual, interpersonal, youth, intimate 
partner, pregnancy-associated violence, 
intentional self-directed, child abuse, etc.); 
and

n	 mental health-related conditions. 

Several databases lend insight into injury pat-
terns in Kentucky, including those that surveil 
emergency department visits, inpatient hospi-
talizations, death certificates, and emergency 
medical services.

Using this data, the KY-AVERT team works 
with local and statewide agencies, including  
local health departments and community 
stakeholders, to disseminate the trends and 
patterns of violence-related and firearm  
injuries and mental health conditions to key 
partners for a timelier response to changes and 
to create more targeted interventions.

Key personnel
Jacqueline Seals, DrPH
Andrew Farrey, MPH
Rebecca Day

Contact
Jacqueline Seals, jacqueline.seals@uky.edu

Funding
CDC

Presentations
Day R. Violence-Related Injury Dashboard walkthrough. 

Kentucky Safety & Prevention Alignment Network, April 
2026.

Day R, Farrey A. Bringing data to action: Kentucky’s  
surveillance dashboards: Two dashboard demos.  
KY-AVERT reverse site visit, May 2026. 

Day R, Farrey A. Data quality and evaluation: Persistent 
discharge diagnosis coding and duplication in syn-
dromic definitions. KY-AVERT reverse site visit, May 2026. 

Seals J, Day R, Farrey A. KY-AVERT virtual site visit,  
September 2025.  

Seals J. How KIPRC powers prevention across Kentucky 
communities. Big Blue Public Health Illumination Semi-
nar Series, February 2026. 

Seals J, Day R, Farrey A, Quesinberry D. Intentional Injury 
Data Sharing Workgroup Meeting, February 2026.

 

Publications and reports
Day R. (2025). Violence-related injuries in Kentucky, 2019–

2024. Kentucky Injury Prevention and Research Center.  
Day R, Seals J. (2025). Firearm injuries in Kentucky, 2020–

2024. Kentucky Injury Prevention and Research Center. 
Murphy A, Day R, Daniels L. (2025). Kentucky resident be-

havioral health indicators report, 2020–2024. Kentucky 
Injury Prevention and Research Center. 

Day R, Seals J. (2026). Nonfatal violence-related injury 
report, 2019–2024. Kentucky Injury Prevention and Re-
search Center. 

https://public.tableau.com/views/KentuckyViolence-RelatedInjuryDashboard/Violence-RelatedInjuries?:language=en-US&:sid=&:redirect=auth&:display_count=n&:origin=viz_share_link
https://public.tableau.com/views/KentuckyViolence-RelatedInjuryDashboard/Violence-RelatedInjuries?:language=en-US&:sid=&:redirect=auth&:display_count=n&:origin=viz_share_link
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-08/2025_ky_avert_firearm_injury_report.pdf

https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-08/2025_ky_avert_firearm_injury_report.pdf

https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-09/kentucky-behavioral-health-indicators-2020-2024.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-09/kentucky-behavioral-health-indicators-2020-2024.pdf
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-02/2019-2024_avert_violence_related_injury_report.pdf 
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2026-02/2019-2024_avert_violence_related_injury_report.pdf 
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